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FADE | N:
EXT. DAY

Crystal Springs, North Dakota is a small story book town
with a main street that resenbles an old D ckens Vill age.

The shops are small and the store fronts are decorated for
Christmas. There are Christmas weaths hanging fromthe

| anp post, decorated Christnmas trees on the street corners,
and Mel ody of Love by Donna Sumrer can be heard playing from
t he speakers that are nmounted on all of the |lanp post. Snow
is gently falling.

VALERI E O BRYAN, 30's, slim long brown hair, very beautiful
i s wal king along the downtown street. She steps over a pile
of snow at the intersection then crosses to the other side
of the street. She is in a good nood and is enjoying the
snow and the nusic. She stops to |ook up into the sky to
allow the snow to gently fall on her face. She closes her
eyes, smles, then continues on her way down the sidewal k.

She | ooks down the street to see her son PATRICK, 6, bl ond,
cute, com ng down the sidewal k with his grandnot her ADELLE
Adelle, 60's, is a beautiful lady, short blond hair, nice
figure, and confident. She is dressed in a coordinated suit
and has a firmgrip on Jason. She pulls Jason along as he
ki cks the snow.

ADELLE
Come on! Quit dragging your feet!

Patrick comes to a stop, |looks toward Valerie and smles. He
breaks | oose from Adelle's grip and runs as fast as he can
toward Val erie.

Val erie holds her arns out to catch Patrick and gets down on
her knees. Patrick slanms into her full force and they both
fall to the sidewal k | aughing and allowi ng the snow to hit
their faces. SHOPPERS just wal k around the two and smle as
t hough they have seen it all before.

They both get up and Val erie brushes the snow from Patrick's
clothes and then her own. She | ooks down at the two wet
spots on her pants and just shrugs her shoul ders at Patri ck.
Adel | e wal ks up with a di sappointing expression.

ADELLE ( CONT' D)

(Sternly)
You're going ruin that boy's new
pant s!
VALERI E

Bust ed chanp!

Patrick shrugs his shoulders. He |ooks down and begins to
kick at the snow. He looks up at Adelle with a smle.



PATRI CK
Sorry?

Patrick and Val erie burst out |aughing. Adelle gives thema
stern and di sapprovi ng | ook.

ADELLE
Are you going take himto work with
you? | need to do sonme nore shoppi ng.
VALERI E
You gonna be good chanp?
PATRI CK
Prom se!
VALERI E

Such a sweet child. Wy don't |
bel i eve you?

ADELLE
Because he takes after his Mm
Vll 1 have to go.

Patrick and Valerie stand at attention and salute. Adelle
turns her head and storns off.

VALERI E
K. What do you want to eat at the
hot el .

PATRI CK
W ngs!

The nusic on the speakers changes to "Lucky."

VALERI E
Oh Patrick those are so gross. |It's
just chicken skin and bar-b-q sauce.

PATRI CK
Pl ease?

VALERI E
K, but don't tell your G andnother.

Patrick and Valerie turn to | ook down to the end of Main
Street. They can see "The Grand Wodl ands Hotel". It is a
huge | og cabin styled structure. A 20 foot decorated
Christmas tree stands directly in front. Snowis piled up
around the tree and several of the hotel staff are busy
showi ng guest into the hotel. Oher enployees are shoveling
snow and hangi ng a banner over the main entrance.



VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| can't believe | get to work at
such a beautiful place. Don't it
make you feel |ike Christms?

PATRI CK
"1l let you know after | get ny
W ngs.

VALERI E
You are a bad boy. Such alittle
pig. But | |love you anyway.

Val eri e reaches down and squeezes Patrick's cheeks and he
tries to break free.

PATRI CK
St op!
VALERI E
But | just |ove you so nuch!

He breaks free fromValerie's squeeze and starts to run down
the sidewalk to the hotel. Valerie runs after him

| NT. LOBBY -- DAY

The hotel is busy for this tinme of year and the | obby is
crowded. BELLMEN, all dressed in red unifornms and wearing
Santa hats, are taking |luggage to the roons. KAREN, 23,

bl ond, and attractive, is waiting on custoners. Two HOTEL
ASSCClI ATES are hangi ng a banner behind the mai n desk.

The banner reads, "Christmas Charity Concert - Donna Summer."

Val erie wal ks into the | obby holding Patrick's hand and takes
a deep breath

VALERI E
K Chanp, you head to the kitchen
and tell Chef that | said you could
have sone wings. Not to many. W
don't want a repeat of last tinme. |
hate cleaning up partially digested
W ngs.

Patrick does not respond. He breaks free and runs through
t he crowd.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You're wel cone?

Valerie joins Karen at the desk and renoves her coat and
puts it under the counter.



KAREN
It's about tine you got here! It's
an absol ute madhouse.
VALERI E
Hey! |I'mthe boss. | can do what |
want .
KAREN
Yeah, Yeah.
VALERI E
Sl owed down any?
KAREN
We're full. No nore room at the
i nn.
VALERI E

Great. This is going to be this old
hotel's best Christmas yet.

Val erie | ooks across the | obby to see JANIE, 18, ordinary

| ooki ng, on a | adder decorating the Christmas tree that stands
in the center of the room The tree is twelve feet fromthe
fl oor al nost reaching the ceiling. There are two sofas on
either side of the tree and STEVEN, 30's, dark hair, nuscul ar,
and handsone, is sitting there watching Janie hang the

or nanent s.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You think he's enjoying the view?

Fromthe front desk it appears that Steven is | ooking up
Janie's skirt.

KAREN

You nean the Christmas tree?
VALERI E

No, | mean Janie's butt.
KAREN

| really think he's |ooking at the
tree. He's been there a long tine.
Jani e cones and goes.

Jani e descends the | adder and exits the room

VALERI E
Hhm

Steven | ooks at the tree first one way then turns his head
to get a different view He picks up the newspaper that has
been at his side and starts to read.



KAREN
He sure is cute.

VALERI E
Yeah, not bad.
KAREN
Are you insane? Look at that nman!
VALERI E
Not bad.
KAREN
Vll | think he's fine. Young, good
| ooki ng, and dressed to kill. He

| ooks i ke an actor.

VALERI E
Try to focus for nme OK? Wen is
Donna Summer arriving?

KAREN
Any m nute.

VALERI E
Her suite ready? That roomhas to
be spotl ess.

KAREN
W're set. Isn't this exciting?
mean | amto young to renenber her
but you probably frequented the
disco's in your tine.

VALERI E
In my time? How old do you think
an?

KAREN

Ch | didn't nean you were that ol d.
You have to be at least 30 right?

Val erie just smles.

VALERI E
Yeah right. Wy would she pick
Crystal Springs? There's nothing
here?

KAREN
Who?

VALERI E
Hel 1 0? Your lights are on but there's
not anyone at hone is there.



KAREN
VWhat ?
VALERI E
(1 aughi ngl y)
Never m nd.

Val erie points to the banner behind the desk.

KAREN
Oh. Right.

The doors at the nmain entrance burst open, snow bl ows in,
and Donna Summer and her assistant SHARON run in. Sharon,
40's, red hair, slim drops the baggage then starts to brush
the snow from Donna Summers coat. Donna Sumrer appears
aggravitated wth Sharons attention.

DONNA SUMVER
Stop it!

SHARON
Fi ne be wet!

DONNA SUMVER

What a beautiful place.
Sharon | ooks toward Val eri e and Kar en.

SHARON
Hey! Some hel p here?

Val erie and Karen run from behi nd the desk toward Donna and
Shar on.

DONNA SUMVER
Be ni ce Sharon. [t's Christnmas.
Low profile OK?

SHARON
Listen! W' ve been on that plane
all day to get to this God forsaken
place. |I'mtired, cold, and need
sone caffeine. You cut nme sone sl ack

DONNA SUMVER
Excuse ne? You know | do sign your
check.

SHARON

And | do appreciate it. Now get a
nmove on so we can get out of these
wet cl ot hes.

Sharon starts to shove Donna al ong.



DONNA SUMVER
Hey!

SHARON
Get a nove on M ss Thang!

Val eri e and Karen approach Donna and Sharon.

VALERI E
Your suite is ready. W can go right

up.

DONNA SUMVER
Thanks. This is a beautiful hotel.
Makes me feel all Christmasie.

Sharon start to push Donna al ong again. She stops, and gives

Sharon an evil | ook. Sharon drops her suitcase and crosses
her arns.
VALERI E
W work hard to make it feel |ike
hore.
SHARON
Yeah, yeah.

DONNA SUMVER
Pl ease excuse ny assistant. She has
a bad case of hunbugitis today.

VALERI E
That's OK. W can get her in the
Christmas spirit really fast around
her e.

Val eri e picks up Donna's luggage and starts to the desk.

SHARON
Hey! M ne too!

A huge gust of wind blows the entrance doors open. KENNETH
O BRYAN, 30'S, nuscular, dirty | ooking, beard, and dressed
in an old coat looks in at Valerie. Valerie just stops and
stares. Kenneth |looks in and then continues down the

si dewal k. The doors cl ose.

DONNA SUMVER
Scary | ooki ng man.

VALERI E
Tell me about it.

DONNA SUMVER
You know hi nf?



VALERI E
He's ny husband. Well soon to be x-
husband.

Donna Summer nakes a face like, OK foot in nmouth. They al
turn and head toward the el evator.

Sharon remains stationary with her arnms crossed.

SHARON
Anyone going to help nme?

Everyone continues to the elevators w thout her. Sharon
pi cks up her suitcase and nmakes a nmad dash for the el evator
The el evator door shuts just as she slides to a stop. She
drops her suitcase again and pushes the el evator button.

| NT. ELEVATOR -- DAY

DONNA SUMVER
|''m sorry about your husband.
woul dn't have said anything if | had
known.

VALERI E
Not a problem W're separated. It
still hurts a little but I think
we' re behind the bad stuff right
now. |'msorry about your assistant.

Donna starts to | augh

DONNA SUMVER
Did you see her slide to a stop

Val eri e and Donna continue to | augh hard.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
She's gonna give nme a hard time about
that but its worth it.

| NT. DONNA SUMMER S SUl TE -- DAY

Donna and Sharon are unpacki ng. Donna opens her suitcase
and renoves neatly fol ded clothes. She brushes them off and
pl aces each one carefully in the drawer of the dresser.

Sharon turns her head away from her suitcase and carefully
presses the latch. The lid springs open and winkl ed cl ot hes
expl ode onto the bed.

DONNA SUMVER
The wong airport security guard is
gonna open that one day and you'l
find yourself in jail for carrying a
bonb.



SHARON
Wel |l Donna, you really put your
foot in your nouth.

DONNA SUMVER
Uh huh.
SHARON
(1 aughi ngl y)

You couldn't have had better tim ng.
Way didn't you just go ahead and
just call her husband a bum

DONNA SUMVER
Yeah, you go ahead and have your
fun. I'mtelling you that woman had
that "I still love you | ook"” in her
eyes.

SHARON

Ch you thought it was cute that |
al nost brained nyself on the el evator
door .

DONNA SUMVER
Don't change the subject. You know
sonething wasn't right with them

SHARON
Pl ease don't start.

DONNA SUMVER
| want you to find out their story.
Those two are still in |ove. | know

it.

Donna turns her back to Sharon and conti nues to unpack her
clothes. She neatly takes each piece of clothing out of the
suitcase, brushes it off, and places it in the dresser.

SHARON
K, here we go. Please can we just
do this gig and get out of this do
nothing town? | swear "Il kill
nmyself if | have to stay in this
hol e-in-the-wall nore than one day
after Christnas.

Sharon takes a scarf fromher suitcase and twist it into a
rope.

DONNA SUMVER
Just find out.

Sharon puts the scarf around her neck and pulls it tight.
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DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
It just breaks ny heart to see two
people in |l ove that haven't got the
good sense to be with each ot her.

Sharon pulls the scarf up like she is being hung and cl oses
her eyes and sticks out her tongue.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
Al they need is a little nudge toward
each ot her.

Sharon falls backward on the bed and nmunbl es under her breath.
Donna turns around quickly.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
(Bossi ly)
VWhat's that?

SHARON
Not hi ng.

DONNA SUMVER

And | did try to press the door open
but t on!

Sharon gets up fromthe bed and throws the scarf on the floor.

SHARON
Uh huh.

| NT. LOBBY -- DAY
Val erie joins Karen who is working behind the front desk.
KAREN

Get everything squared away with
Ms. Sumrer?

VALERI E
Yeah | think so. | can't believe we
have a real celebrity here.

Val erie glances toward the Christmas tree. Steven is stil
on the sofa admring the decorations and drinking sone coffee.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

Qur friend' s still there.
KAREN
Yep. | took him sone coffee and

cane on to him

VALERI E
You' re shanel ess.
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KAREN
| know | ambut | think he's i mrune.
You know he's been there all day.

VALERI E
No | uck?
KAREN
Nope. | think he's gay.
VALERI E
Oh right! He doesn't like you so
he's gay.
KAREN
Hey let's face it. | bet | can prove

it. Look at that man. Young, good
| ooki ng, no wedding ring...

Karen | ooks under the desk.

VALERI E
Don't enbarrass ne.

Karen pops up from behind the desk with an al bum

KAREN

This'I| be easy. He's really been

enjoying the Christnmas nusic.
VALERI E

| told you to play Donna Sunmer.
KAREN

Wll I'"msorry, "Bad Grls" just

didn't seem Chri stnasi e enough.
Look at this.

Karen hol ds up Barbara Streisand's Christmas al bum

VALERI E
Don't be silly.

KAREN
This'Il get him Oh, you m ght want
to consider comng into this century
and getting this old place a CD
pl ayer.

She puts the record on the turntable and "Jingle Bells" starts
to play. Steven |ooks toward the desk and | aughs.

KAREN ( CONT' D)
| don't know what that neans.
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VALERI E
It neans it's a silly version of
that song. Turn it off!

KAREN
It's Barbara Strei sand. .. but he
| aughs?

VALERI E
Turn it off!

Val eri e noves from behind the desk and starts toward Steven.
He stands to greet her. Valerie turns and signals for Karen
to stop the nusic.

Karen just smles and |lets the song conti nue.
VALERI E ( CONT' D)

|"msorry about ny associate. She
has a strange sense of hunor.

STEVEN
No problem [|'ve just been admring
the Christmas tree. It rem nds ne

of the trees ny famly used to have
when i was a child. You don't see

trees this size nuch. The snmell is
great.

VALERI E
W try to make it feel |ike hone for

our guest that are here over the
holidays. That tree looks a little
dry to ne.

Steven reaches to the end table and picks up the tree topper;
an ornate angel.

STEVEN
It needs this.

Barbara Striesand's rendition of "Jingle Bells" ends and
Karen starts the nmusic again. "She Wrrks Hard for the Mney"
starts to play as Valerie starts up the ladder. Valerie

| ooks over to Karen. Karen smles back at Valerie and gives
her a thunbs up.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Wul d you like ne to do that?

VALERI E
AOd pro at this. No problem

Val erie continues up the | adder.

The door burst open at the main entrance. TIFFANY, 6, curley
red hair, wild acting, runs into the main | obby.
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Her parents KENT, 30'S, distinguished, confident, and KATLIN
30's, blond hair, snobbish, and dressed in designer clothes,
stroll in behind Tiffany.

They approach the desk.

KAREN
Could I help you.

KENT
Yes. Qur rental car has died and we
w ||l need accommpdation in this
charmng little hotel of yours.

KATLI N
This is all your fault. If you had
listened to nme and had our driver
bring us in the lino we could have
bypassed this little..

Katlin | ooks around the | obby di sapprovingly.

KATLI N ( CONT' D)
di straction.

Karen remai ni ng professional takes a breath and reaches for
sone literature fromthe counter

KENT
VWere's Tiffany?

They scan the | obby and see Tiffany standing by Steven.
Tiffany and Steven watch as Val erie ascends the |adder with
t he angel .

Tl FFANY
| want to hold the angel.

STEVEN
Not now. We're putting it on the
top of the tree for everyone to enjoy.

Tl FFANY

(angrily)
| want the angel! Now

STEVEN
Let's go find your parents.

Steven grabs hold of Tiffany's hand. She pulls it away

qui ckly and screans in such a high pitched tone that sone

bul bs explode on the Christmas tree. The needle slides across
t he Donna Sumrer record playing at the desk. Guest in the
hotel stop and put their hands up to their ears. The mrror
behi nd the desk cracks.
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STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Good Lord!

He | ooks up to see Valerie about to fall off the |ladder. He
pushes Tiffany out of the way and catches Valerie in both
arms. The tree topper lands in Valerie's lap. Valerie |ooks
into Steven's eyes for an interesting and unconfortable
nonent .

VALERI E
Thank you. | don't know what
happened. \What was that?

Steven | ooks to Tiffany who is sitting on the floor unaffected
by the surroundi ng events or the sudden push. She suddenly
gets up, brushes off her butt, then runs off to join her
parents at the front desk

The entire | obby is silent.

Karen struggles to start the record again. Her hand shakes
and the needle hits the record hard. "Could it be Mgic"
starts to play.

Steven is still holding Valerie in his arns. The Christnmas
tree shakes a little behind them They glance at the tree
and then both gaze in disbelief at the main desk.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

Vell...Uh...l need to get back to
wor K.
STEVEN
Can you join ne for dinner?
VALERI E
VWhat? Uh...l don't know.
STEVEN
Snmooth huh? | didn't mean to surprise
you with that request. | don't know

what's wong with ne. Just dinner?
Hopeful | y sone pl easant conpany?
know it's Christmas. |If you have

pl ans | understand. |'ve been al one
for such a long tinme | forget

soneti mes about the holidays but |
will beg if | have to.

VALERI E
Uh. ..

After a brief pause Steven realizes that he is still holding
Valerie in his arns. He gently puts her down. She
strai ghtens her cl ot hes.
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
VWhat's wong with ne? You just saved
my life. Sure, | would be honored
to join you. Dining roomat 67

STEVEN
['I]l look forward to it.

Valerie joins Karen at the desk. She is exam ning the cracked
mrror. She turns to Kent.

KAREN
(sl owy)
"Il get soneone to show you to your
room
KENT
Just bill nme for the damage.
KAREN
Your daughter has sone voice there.
KENT
l"mnot sure if it's a gift or a

curse.

Karen rings the bell on the desk and ELLIOT the bell man, 17,
dyed bl ond hair, chewi ng gum handsone, wearing a uniform
that he has tried to make | ook cool, conmes to take their
baggage. He is standing directly behind Kent, Katlin, and
Ti ffany.

Katlin turns to Elliot to give instructions.

KATLI N
(sternly)
Careful boy! That |uggage cost a
fortune!

Karen and Elliot watch as Kent, Katlin, and Tiffany get on
one of the el evators.

KAREN
Vell! | guess you' ve decided they
could find their own roonf

ELLI OT
Screw it! Let 'em guess where their
roomis. It's not like |I would get

atip out of that old stone-faced
b...

KAREN
(interrupting)
Elliot! Let's at least try to be
pr of essi onal .
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Elliot struggles to pick the luggage up then heads for the
el evat or draggi ng one of the suitcases. He blows a bubble
with his gum al ong the way.

ELLI OT
(munbl i ng)
M ni mrum wage and t hey want
professional! Right! 1'd like to
show t hem a pr of essi onal
KAREN
You know | can still hear you!

Elliot

is pulling at the suitcase with nore intensity but
st ops, | ook

S up, and sal utes Karen.
| NT. HOTEL DI NI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The large dining roomw th exposed beans is glowng with the
light fromcandl es that have been placed on the tables and
fromthe blue lights on the Christmas tree that is in the
center of the room Red poinsettias circle the huge tree
that is decorated wth silver glass ornanments. "Silent N ght”
as sung by Babyface can be heard playing softly. The room
is crowded with guests.

Donna Summer enters with Sharon. They are greeted by the
HOSTESS, dark hair, 20's, wearing a Santa hat, that escorts
themto a table in the center of the roomnear the Christmas
tree. The other guest watch intently as Donna and Sharon
pass their tables.

Val erie and Steven cone in and sit a couple of tables away.
Donna gl ances their way.

DONNA SUMVER
VWhat's their story?

SHARON
Why ?

DONNA SUMVER
She really | ooked at her husband
today. You know, like there's
sonething still there, but she's

here with that fella. Now don't get
me w ong, he's good | ooki ng.

SHARON
Oh know | thought we settled this
in the roomearlier.

DONNA SUMVER
What ?

SHARON

Leave it al onel



DONNA SUMVER

Leave what al one? | know when
soneone's in love and that girl and
her husband are still in love. It's
Christmas! Let's get them back
t oget her.

SHARON
Ch conme onl We'll only be here a

coupl e of days. You always start
sonething and | have to do all the

wor k.
DONNA SUMVER

Bet | can get them back together.
SHARON

Pl ease don't do this. Please?
DONNA SUMVER

"1l bet you a nonths sal ary.
SHARON

(qui ckly)

Crap!

DONNA SUMVER

And if you | oose you have to carry
my bags for a nonth.

SHARON
Hey | do that anyway! OK, but if
you | oose you carry your own bags
for a nonth and give ne an extra
nont hs sal ary.

DONNA SUMVER
(smling)
Deal! OK, you find out the story.
You know | have never, ever, lost a
bet |Iike this.

SHARON
" mfeeling | ucky.

Sharon gets up.

DONNA SUMVER
| didn't nean now

SHARON
No tinme like the present. W're
only here 2 days. Besides you can
ﬁarry your own heavy-ass | uggage
one.



DONNA SUMVER
W'l see.

Sharon snmirks at Donna then strolls toward Val eri e and
Steven's table. She stops, puts her hands on her hips,
| ooks down at them

Val eri e and Steven | ook up at Sharon a bit confused.

SHARON
(unconcer ned)
Wul d you like to join me and Donna
for dinner?

Steven | ooks at Valerie smling.

VALERI E
W woul d | ove to, sure.

18.

and

The three join Donna and pull up and adjacent table. Steven

hol ds the chair for Donna and Shar on.

STEVEN

This is an honor for me Ms. Summer.
DONNA SUMVER

You're such a gentleman. |I'mjust a

person. Let's have a good tine
tonight. Call ne Donna.

SHARON
Yeah just a person.

Donna gi ves Sharon a nean | ook.

DONNA  SUMVER
Pl ease forgive ny assistant, she
al ways gets a lunp of coal in her
stocking at Christmas. | love to
make new friends when I amon the
road. What's going on with you two?

SHARON
A bit personal ?

DONNA  SUMVER
No. .. They don't m nd.

Donna reaches across the table and hol ds Steven's hand.

| eans over a bit to look directly in his eyes.

STEVEN
We just nmet today. | was feeling
lonely for Christmas and needed sone
conpany. Valerie was nice enough to
join ne.

She
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DONNA SUMVER
You're marri ed?

SHARON
Coul d you be nore direct?
STEVEN
(1 aughi ng)

No |''mnot marri ed.

DONNA  SUMVER
Uh huh. What about you girl?
Married?

SHARON
My Lord Donna!

VALERI E
Yes, you saw ny husband this
af t er noon.

DONNA  SUMVER
Ch yeah | renenber. You two not
getting along right?

SHARON
(sharply)
Donnal
VALERI E

It's K No we don't.
Val erie | ooks sadly across at the Christmas tree.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
We were high school sweethearts and
married just out of college. Kenneth
swept nme off ny feet one Christnas
and married ne. W've been in Crystal
Springs since.

DONNA  SUMVER
VWhat happened? It sounds |ike a
story book romance but he | ooks |ike
he's had sone hard tines.

Donna |l ets go of Steven's hand and focuses her attention on
Val eri e.

VALERI E
Kenny always liked to party. | can
remenber as far back as junior high,
he woul d be in his parents booze.
H gh school he was always out with
the boys trying to find sonething to

dri nk.
( MORE)



VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You' d be surprised how many peopl e
wi Il sell alcohol to underage kids.

DONNA SUMVER
Did his parents not see what was
goi ng on?

VALERI E
Peopl e want to see what they want to
see | guess. | was the sane. |
t hought he was just having a good
time on weekends with his buddies.
Then we went to coll ege.

DONNA  SUMVER
Oh know. | know that doesn't nmake
it better. Frat?

VALERI E
Oh yeah. He drank nonstop. | stil
loved him | would bring himhone

passed out in the car and | eave him
parked on the side of the road in
front of nmy dorm | would | ook out
t he wi ndow occasionally just to nake
sure he was OK

St even reaches over and rubs Val erie's hand.
at Donna and rai ses one eyebrow.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Anyway | ignored the signs and
synptons and we nmarried just after
college. My little angel Patrick
canme soon after. The drinking got
worse. He couldn't hold a job. He
started to be nean to nme and Patrick
so | had to get us out of that
si tuati on.

Valerie wipes a tear from her eye.

DONNA SUMVER
Oh honey.

Donna reaches for a tissue in her purse.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
Did he ever try to get hel p?

VALERI E
Ch yeah! He's been in rehab nore
times than | can count. Al coho
must be really hard to give up becau
he let it cost himeverything.

20.

Shar on | ooks

se
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DONNA  SUMVER
You still |ove himthough.

Donna starts to get m sty and reaches for another tissue.

VALERI E
VWhat's wong with nme?

STEVEN
We can't always control our feelings.
You |l ove himfor a reason.

Val erie wi pes her eyes again. Donna does the sane.

SHARON
(i1 nsincere)
Ch hell! Gve ne a tissue too.

Donna grabs her purse and slanms it into Sharon's chest.

VALERI E
Enough of this. |'mbringing everyone
down. W should be cel ebrating.
It's not everyday | get to have di nner
wi th Donna Sunmer.

The three wonen wi pe their eyes one nore tine.

DONNA SUMVER
Hey Val, it's ny pleasure.

SHARON
(quietly)
O plan.
STEVEN

Did you say sonethi ng?

SHARON
That man!

Sharon points to Kent, Katlin, and Tiffany entering the
restaurant.

DONNA SUMVER

That kid's got sone voice on her.
SHARON

Tell me about it. M ears are stil

ringing.

Kent, Katlin, and Tiffany wal k past Valerie, Steven, Sharon,
and Donna Summer. Tiffany sticks her tongue out at Donna as
she passes. Donna |ooks at Steven and | aughs.

Kent, Katlin, and Tiffany are seated one table fromValerie
and her party.
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DONNA SUMVER
You know that kid is trouble.

SHARON
Sonet hi ng' s gonna happen. | feel
it. | think we need to just save
sone time and take her to the kitchen
and give her a good swat on the butt.

DONNA  SUMVER
Shar on!
VALERI E
(1 aughi ng)

That girl cost nme a very nice mrror.

Josh, the waiter, dressed in a classic tux, 20'S, clean cut,
dark hair and tall, approaches the table to take the order
fromKent, Katlin, and Tiffany.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| have the entire staff on alert.
See how Josh noved right in. Mybe
we can get them out of here w thout
to much troubl e.

Back to Katlin, Kent, and Tiffany.

JOSH
Are you ready to order?

Tiffany interrupts.

TI FFANY
| want a hanburger.
KENT
No honey. You had McDonal ds for
[ unch.
TI FFANY
(rai sing her voice)
Hanbur ger.
KENT
You'll like neat loaf. It's |ike
hanbur ger .

Back to Donna Summer's tabl e.

DONNA SUMVER
| think she's gonna scream

VALERI E
No she'll kick the waiter.
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SHARON
Throw the sil verware.

STEVEN
| think she's gonna go for the neat
| oaf .

DONNA SUMVER
Oh, no way!

Back to Tiffany's table.

Josh just stands there uninterested. He is shifting his
wei ght fromone foot to the other and giving a disapproving
| ook occasionally to Tiffany.

Tl FFANY
K, I wll eat the stinking neat
| oaf .

Steven smles at Valerie.

Tiffany junps out of her chair, kicks Josh, throws a knife
toward Steven which he ducks, then starts to scream

The screamis so |oud that everyone in the dining roomcovers
their ears. The pitch of the scream nakes gl assware rattle
and sonme burst. Several ornanments fall fromthe Christnas
tree and explode on the floor. The guest start to duck for
cover.

After she is finished, Tiffany calmy sits in her chair.
The roomis quite.

Josh rubs his I eg and | ooks neanly at Tiffany.

CUSTOVER 1, 40's, bald, w de-open eyes, is seated across the
room He reaches behind his head and pulls the knife out of
the wall next to his head.

DONNA SUMVER
Lord! That girl needs to be in a
cage.

Val erie notions to Josh to cone to their table.

VALERI E
Are you CK?

JOSH
Yes t hanks.

Josh starts to | augh
JOSH ( CONT' D)

Did you see that man pull the knife
out of the wall?
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VALERI E
Focus, OK? Do whatever you can to
get those three out of here. Tel
the man that was al nost stabbed, his
dinner is on the house tonight. Oh,
and on your way out will you have
soneone put sone water in the tree
in the lobby. 1It's looking a little
dry.

JOSH
(still | aughing)
Sur e.

The dining roomis quiet. The diners are in shock over what
has j ust happened.

SHARON
Hey Donna! Wy don't you liven up
this room Gve us a tune.

DONNA  SUMVER
Si ng?

VALERI E
Oh would you? It would be a perfect
ending to a great evening. Besides,
| think the guest are shell shocked.

DONNA SUMVER
Vll | don't have a mc. | would
have to lip sync and that isn't really
ni ce.

SHARON

|"msure Brittany tells herself that
regularly. Get up.

Val erie goes to the desk at the end of the dining roomand
changes the nusic. The nelody of "Christmas Spirit" begins
to play.

Val eri e i ntroduces Donna Summrer.

VALERI E
Dear guest, we are honored to have a
true nusic icon to sing for us
tonight. Please wel come Donna Summer.

The di ners appl aud, Donna Summrer smles and begins to sing
wi th the nusic.

Valerie dins the dining roomlights. The blue glow fromthe
Christmas tree shines along the outline of Donna Sunmers
dark hair.
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Valerie joins Steven and Sharon at the table. Valerie listens
intensely to each word of the song and is brought to tears

by the story. Sharon reaches in her purse for a tissue and
smles as she hands it to Valerie.

Donna Summer continues wth the song as each guest listens
intently. Tiffany is playing wth the neatl oaf.

Donna Summer starts to nove around the roomsinging to the
guest and stopping to sing directly to Valerie.

The room erupts into appl ause as Donna finishes the song.

DONNA  SUMVER
Let's nove this party to the Lobby!

CUT TO
I NT. LOBBY -- N GHT

Very few custonmers are in the | obby but several nore are
entering fromthe dining room The light is dimand the
colors fromthe tree illumnate the roomw th varied colors
Several needl es can be seen dropping fromthe sad dried up
tree.

The | obby has been decorated to resenble a disco. There is

a mrror ball hanging over the Christnas tree, colored |ights
are flashing, and the Christmas |ights dance to the disco
music. The nusic is "Dimall the Lights".

The guest are dancing and Donna Summer and Sharon are sharing
the DJ duty.

SHARON
Don't you think it's a bit self-
serving playing your own nusic.

DONNA SUMVER
Ch grow up Sharon. You're just nad
‘cause you know I'll win that bet.
SHARON
Don't count on it.
DONNA SUMVER
W'll see. M plan's in action.
SHARON
Now | can do what | want to stop it
right?
DONNA SUMVER

Sure, but don't be nean to anyone.

SHARON
Got it.
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DONNA  SUMVER
And here we go. | nean it! Don't
be nean.

At the main entrance Josh is comng in the door with Kenneth.
Josh takes Kenneth's coat then wal ks away. Kenneth has been
transforned. He is clean, shaved, sober, and dressed |ike a
nmodel in a designer tuxedo.

SHARON
Oh that ain't right!

DONNA SUMVER
Yeah he does cl ean up nice.

Several of the wonen in the crowd | ook at himlustfully.

SHARON
Well if Valerie doesn't want that
hunk of man, I'll take him

DONNA SUMVER

And the plan continues.

Donna changes the nusic to "I Love You." A white spotlight
illumnates a door at the top of the stairs. Josh opens the
door and Valerie cones out. She is wearing a white sequin
evening gown that is low cut at the bust and has a high

slit traveling up the right leg. Her hair is perfect. Her
makeup is in place and glanmorous. Her tan is striking against
the white dress.

Josh takes her by the hand and they do a disco turn and dip.
The dress slides just enough up her shapely | egs to nmake
Kenneth smle. They descend the stairs in a slow, upbeat

f ashi on.

Kennet h, watching fromthe bottomof the stairs, |ooks up at
Valerie. He has a very tender expression on his face and is
al nost in tears.

BACK TO DONNA SUMMER AND SHARON

SHARON
Going for the novie nonent huh?
It's a clever but over used nove.
Be right back

DONNA SUMVER
Don't be nean!

SHARON
Who me?

DONNA SUMVER
" myour boss. | can still fire
you.
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SHARON
Yeah, Yeah.

Sharon nakes her way through the dancers toward Kenneth.
The music progresses into "Heaven Knows. "

Kenneth is frozen near the back of the room | ooking up at
Val erie. She sees himand smles. She keeps site of himas
she conmes down the stairs.

Kennet h snaps out of his trance and tries to nmake his way
t hough the dancing guest. Sharon grabs himby the arm

SHARON ( CONT' D)
Vell you are sone hunk of man! What
are you doing in a small backwoods
town |ike this.

KENNETH
Huh? Excuse ne? | need to..

Kenneth tries to make his way past Sharon but she hol ds on
tight to his arm

SHARON
That's a very nice tux. | bet you
didn't get that locally. You visit
New York often?

Sharon turns Kenneth toward her. She plays with his collar.
Kenneth struggles to get away and focus his attention on
Val eri e.

Val eri e continues down the stairs as Steven enters casually
the froma door near the bottomof the stairs.

Val erie sees himand smles. Steven waits for her and takes
her arm as she steps onto the floor.

STEVEN
| don't know when |'ve seen a nore
beauti ful wonan.

VALERI E
You' re being to kind.

A | ook of disappoi ntment and anger cones over Kenneth's face.
He turns to Sharon.

KENNETH
VWhat are you doing for fun here
toni ght ?

SHARON

Looking for a nice | ooking man to
buy ne a drink.
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At the DJ table Donna Summrer has a | ook of panic on her face.
She stops the nusic. The needle slides across the record.
Everyone stops dancing and | ooks at her confused.

Donna Sunmer sml es.

DONNA SUMVER
Sorry about that folks. |1've had a
speci al request for two of you that
| know are in love. 1've been advised
that you fell in |love while dancing
to this song at your high school
prom

The crowd appl auds.

Donna Summer scranbles for the record. Sharon joins Donna
and tries to disrupt her search. Donna finally pushes Sharon
out of the way and puts the record on the turntable. Sharon
is reaching for the record from behi nd Donna Sunmer.

The crowd | ooks on in disbelief as the two struggle. Donna
finally pushes Sharon aside, conposes herself, then | ooks up
and sm | es.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
| want you two to have this dance
while we all renenber our first | ove.
Ladi es and gentlenmen | want you to
make room on the dance floor for
Kenneth and Val erie O Bryan

She starts the record. "Superstar" by The Carpenters starts
to play.
SHARON
How sappy.
Two white spotlights illum nate Val erie and Kenneth at

opposite ends of the room They turn to face each ot her.

Josh takes Valerie's armfrom Steven and escorts her to
Kennet h who has made his way to the m ddl e of the room under
the mrror ball

Kenneth takes Valerie gently in his arns and they begin to
dance. Al of the noise seens to disappear fromthe room as
Donna turns the volune up on the song. Kenneth and Valerie

| ook deeply into each others eyes.

KENNETH
You | ook i ncredible.

VALERI E
You' re as handsone as ever Ken.
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She leans in and gently snells his neck. Kenneth closes his
eyes and enjoys the nonent.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Snel | good too!

Kennet h | aughs.

Sharon has nmade her way to the front of the crowd so she can
get on the dance fl oor.

Donna Summer cones up and stands besi de her.
Josh i s standi ng behi nd Sharon.
Val eri e puts her head on Kenneth's shoul der.

DONNA SUMVER
| told you.

SHARON
| can stop this in a second.

Josh overhears their conversation and steps a bit closer to
Sharon and Donna.

Sharon lunges toward Val erie and Kenneth as they dance by.
Josh grabs the scarf that Sharon has tied around her neck.
It al nost cl otheslines her.

Val eri e and Kenneth are unaffected by the noise in the crowd.

Sharon turns and tries to choke Josh as Val erie and Kenneth
dance slowy past them

Kenneth gently turns Valerie, dips her, and gazes lovingly
into her eyes. She |ooks up a bit surprised and sm | es back
at him

VALERI E
| dont renenber this nove.

Josh falls to the floor as nmenbers of the crowd try to pul
Sharon off of him The two are rolling around, Donna is
| aughi ng.

Val eri e and Kenneth are unaffected and kiss under the mrror
ball as the words "I love you, | really do" are heard as the
song cones to an end.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY -- DAY
Val erie gives Karen a cup of coffee and then joins her on

the sofa. They both gaze blankly at the drying Christmas
tree.



KAREN
| need this. | was up to late la
ni ght .

Val erie sips from her nug.

VALERI E
Hunrmmm .. It's good.

KAREN
What do you think's wong with th
tree.

VALERI E
That thing drinks gallons of wate
and still looks like its about to
dry out.

KAREN

It's a sad, sad, pitiful tree

Several needles fall froma branch as wel |
t hat breaks on the fl oor.

VALERI E
Did you see that?
KAREN
| hate that tree.
VALERI E
Me t oo. Let's burn it.
KAREN
Right here? No! | don't want to
get up.
VALERI E
Me either.
KAREN
So tell ne.
VALERI E
What ?
KAREN

st

at

r

as a glass ball

Last night. You know. Kenneth al

cl eaned up and pretty. You were
drop dead gorgeous.

Val erie just smles.

KAREN ( CONT' D)
You went hone with hinf

30.



VALERI E
Yes.

KAREN
| knew it! How was it?

VALERI E
We didn't do anything.

KAREN
Yeah right.

VALERI E
It was |i ke we both opened up and
finally cleared the air about what
went wrong.

KAREN
Wll it was himright?

VALERI E
Well his drinking. It totally
destroyed our marriage. It ruined

us financially. He couldn't work.
He stayed passed out on the couch
nost of the day. He was a dirty,
di sgusting mess.

KAREN
| think drinking is one of the saddest
things to have to live through. [|'m

gonna tell you though, he is stil
one handsone man.

VALERI E
Oh yes he is!

KAREN
Donna Summer's creepy assistant was
maki ng a nove on him You better
wat ch her.

VALERI E
We're not together. He can do what
he wants you know.

KAREN
You know you don't nean that.

VALERI E
Vell anyway he's got Patrick today.
They' re doi ng sonme Christmas shoppi ng.
Wel | Kenny is shopping and Patrick
i s asking.

31.
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KAREN
You have that nuch confidence in
hi n? Trust hi menough? To take
care of Patrick | nean.

VALERI E
He seened |i ke he had really changed.
He's really m ssed being with Patrick
and ne. W both did a lot of crying
last night. 1'mgonna tell you
t hough, that kiss while we were
danci ng nade ne weak in the knees.
| felt like I was gonna nelt away
right there. Lord | mss that man.

KAREN
| can't take this.

Karen tears up

KAREN ( CONT' D)
| cry at the drop of a hat these
days. Maybe it's Chri stnas.

Val erie puts her arm around Karen.

VALERI E
| really think we m ght have a chance.
He's doing the steps. Now don't
worry. It's going to work out. One
way or anot her.

Anot her glass ball falls fromthe tree. Karen and Valerie
junp as if they have been shot.

KAREN
| hate that stupid tree!

Donna Sunmer and Sharon cone down the stairs. Valerie and
Karen get up fromthe sofa and go to the desk to greet them

DONNA SUMVER
You have a good time |ast night?

VALERI E
You made it possible for everyone to
have a good tine. This little town
is going to be tal king about this
for along tine

DONNA SUMVER
" mtal ki ng about you!

Val eri e ducks here head a bit shyly.
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VALERI E
Yes | had a good tinme. Thanks for
getting that dress for ne.

DONNA SUMVER
Honey, anything for true |ove.

SHARON
Seen Steven this norning?

Donna Sunmer el bows Sharon in the ribs and sniles. Sharon
stunbles a bit and gives Donna a nean | ook.

VALERI E
He hasn't cone down for his coffee
yet .

SHARON

Now that's one fine hunk of nan.

VALERI E
He i s nice | ooking.

SHARON
He |ikes you.

VALERI E
(unconcer ned)
That's sweet.

Josh wal ks by. Sharon sticks out one foot and tries to trip
him He stops, gives her a go-to-hell |ook, then continues
on his way wwth his nose in the air.

SHARON
| "' m gonna get that boy.

VALERI E
Did I m ss sonething?

DONNA SUMVER
Sharon is playing a ganme with the
waiter. Just ignore them

Steven enters and takes his seat on the sofa with his coffee.
He | ooks at the tree and sm | es.

SHARON
Hhm . .

DONNA  SUMVER
Let's go. W're gonna visit the
shops. Don't work to hard.

VALERI E
Have a good tine.
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Donna Summer grabs Sharon by the armand they start toward
the door nmunbling to each other. Sharon tries to break away
from Donna but Donna jerks Sharon's arm back and secures it
under her arm

Valerie joins Steven on the sofa. Steven stands to greet
her.

STEVEN
How are you this norning?

They both sit on the sofa.

VALERI E
|"msorry | had to cancel our plans
| ast ni ght.

STEVEN

| understand. Don't think about it.
| was just |ooking for sonme conpany
| ast night, nothing else. You had
sonme magi ¢ wor ki ng.

VALERI E

Vell, we'll see.
STEVEN

Everything is worth a second chance.
VALERI E

Sadly, |'ve given himnore chances

t han you can i magi ne.

STEVEN
Vell Christmas is a holiday of
mracles. Mybe you're due.

VALERI E
That woul d be ni ce.
STEVEN
VWhat would you want? | nean mracle
W se.
VALERI E
Well right now a tree that didn't
|l ook like it was a thousand years
ol d.

STEVEN
Yeah you do need a new tree. Really
what woul d you want nore than anything
for Christmas?

VALERI E
The "Storybook Christmas.” | know

its sappy.



STEVEN
Hey don't under estimate the power
of the "Father Knows Best" Chri stnms.

VALERI E
You nean the one where Kitten opens
a box of new hair bows and they al
go to the kitchen, pray, and sing
Christmas Carols? | don't think so.

STEVEN
Not a Christmas person?

VALERI E
Most of my Christmas holidays were
spent wat chi ng Kenneth drinki ng
hinmself into a coma and ne trying to
explain to Patrick why Daddy can't
play with him

STEVEN
Hard huh?

VALERI E
Not many good adult nenories of
Christmas here. Hey, wait!

Val erie gets quite and | ooks seriously at Steven.

STEVEN
What ?

VALERI E
You're doing it again.

STEVEN
| don't know what you nean.

VALERI E
You' re making ne tal k about nyself.
You' re gonna have to give sonething
up this tine.

STEVEN

Hunm . . Li ke what ?
VALERI E

(smling)

Well you're a nice |ooking fella.
STEVEN

Wel | t hanks.
VALERI E

Have all your teeth.

35.
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Steven puts his fingers in his mouth and tries to nove his
teet h around.

STEVEN
Yeah seemto be OK

VALERI E

Can carry on an intelligent
conversation

STEVEN
But..?

VALERI E
You're not married?

St even burst out | aughing.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

What ?
STEVEN
There's the question.
VALERI E
el | ?
STEVEN
|'ve been married. Beth passed away
a long tinme ago and | just haven't
found anyone that | |oved as nmuch as
her. 1It's been along tine and | do
need to nmake a life for nmyself again.
VALERI E
|"msorry. | really didn't nean...
STEVEN
No it's OK  You didn't know.
VALERI E
| didn't nean to bring up such a sad
subj ect .
STEVEN
No. It's OK
VALERI E
Well, | would inmgine, that given

t he kind of person you are, she had
to be an incredible person as well.

STEVEN
Beth was the love of ny life.
( MORE)
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STEVEN ( CONT' D)
You know how you get all tingly and
excited when you see the one you
really love? You know how you can't
stand to be away from your other
hal f and how it aches when you are?

Valerie listens intently and begins to tear up.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
You know how you so know soneone
that a | ook conmuni cates every feeling
you have about another person? Have
you ever just lived and breathed
sonmeone? That you coul d never inmagi ne
what |ife would be w thout that other
per son.

Val erie wipes a tear fromher face then | ooks down. Steven
t akes her other hand in his.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
| know you know all these things.
W all see it when Kenneth enters
t he room

Val erie | ooks up at Steven.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
That man is the other half of your
soul. You're enpty w thout him
Just as | was without Beth. |s what
he has done so bad that you can't
possi bly repair the danage?

VALERI E
(sniffling)

STEVEN
Can you find it in your heart to let
soneone you | ove back in?

VALERI E
You don't know what he put ne through.
The constant worry, the financi al
ruin, the unstable hone.

STEVEN
Hasn't that all passed? Are you
ready to start your |ife again?
Valerie, life is to short not be
with the one you | ove.

A glass ornanment falls fromthe tree and breaks on the fl oor.
Valerie is startled.
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Karen approaches the sofa.

KAREN
Val you need to take this call at
t he desk.

Val eri e wi pes her face.

VALERI E
Take a nessage Karen.

KAREN
It's inportant please take it.

CUT TO
EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM ENTRANCE -- DAY

EMI 1 and EMI 2, both strong tall nmen, 20's, are taking a
patient in on a stretcher. Visitors are walking in the
entrance. MAI NTENANCE WORKER 1, 40's, dressed in a heavy
coat and cap, is shoveling the snow that is piled around the
entrance.

VISITOR 1, 30's, well dressed, business man, wal ks past

Mai nt enance Worker 1 just as Miintenance Worker 1 pitches a
shovel full of snow over his shoulder directly into the face
of Visitor 1. Visitor 1 is knocked off of his feet fromthe
force.

Val erie steps over Visitor 1 and goes through the Enmergency
Room ent r ance.

Mai nt enance Worker 1 helps Visitor 1 to his feet. Visitor 1
shoves himand they both fall to the sidewal k.

CUT TO
| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM MAI N DESK AREA -- DAY

Valerie runs up to the Energnecy Departnent desk. JADA, 30's,
bl ack, attractive, and full of attitude is working on sonme
paperwork while on hold on the tel ephone.

VALERI E
| need sone hel p.

JADA
Honey we all need hel p.

She sl anms the phone down and gets sone head novenent goi ng.

JADA ( CONT' D)
Now can | help you?

VALERI E
There was an acci dent, ny husband.
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JADA
Name?

VALERI E
Kennet h O Bryan

Jada types on the conputer at the desk

JADA
"' m not showi ng an O Bryan

VALERI E
| know he's here.

JADA
Excuse ne.

Jada turns to the sound systemand turns the volunme up. This
Time | Know It's for Real blast out over the Energency Room
sound system

JADA ( CONT' D)
| swear if it wasn't for Donna Sunmer
|'"d | oose it today.

Jada | ooks at NURSE 1, 20's, blond, and attractive, as she
wal ks past the desk.

JADA ( CONT' D)
Did you manage to get that IV started
in 2.

NURSE 1
Not vyet.

JADA
Soneti ne before Christnas?

Nurse 1 just wal ks by unconcerned. Jada turns back to Valerie
who has becone very aggravat ed.

JADA ( CONT' D)

You still here?
VALERI E
O Bryan?
JADA

Li sten, we don't have an O Bryan in
the system |If there is one here |
can't tell you about it.

Val eri e | ooks past Jada as OFFI CERS SCOIT and KEI TH, both
20's, nmuscular, walk into a roomin the patient area. Valerie
careful ly goes past Jada when she answers anot her phone call.

Val erie |istens outside the patient room
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SCOTT
How fast were you goi ng?

KENNETH
| don't remenber?

Val eri e hears Kenneth's voice and steps in the room Scott
is on one side of the bed, Keith is on the other. Kenneth
has a bl oody bandage on his forehead.

KElI TH
l"msorry you can't be in here right
now.
SCOTT
| know t hese fol ks Keith.
VALERI E
I"'mhis wfe.
KENNETH
It's OK
KEI TH
Your bl ood al cohol was just under
| egal .

Kennet h ducks his head as Val erie | ooks at Kenneth
di sappoi nt ed.

KENNETH
Val I'm so sorry.

VALERI E
Are you ok?

Jada enters the roomand puts a kit on the table next to the
bed.

JADA
(snugly)
He's OK. Gonna have one hell of a
headache though. The doc will be
here in a few mnutes. Get you
stiched up and ready to go.

KENNETH
You're just a little ray of sunshine.

JADA
Well honey | do what | can.

Jada snaps her tiny body around fast, smles, and | eaves the
room Scott folds his pad up
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SCOrT
K Kenny, you were the only one hurt
and there's no damage to anyone's
property so | can let this slide.

KENNETH
Thanks Scott.

VALERI E
Thanks Scott.

SCOrIT
You two be good and try to have a
good Chri st nas.

Scott and Keith | eave the room Kenneth | ooks up a bit
enbarrassed at Valerie.

VALERI E
Fall off the wagon?
KENNETH
Drove into the side of it actually.
VALERI E
VWhat happened?
KENNETH
You have to ask?
VALERI E
Don't start with nme Ken. Just tel
nme!
KENNETH
You don't really care.
VALERI E
Wiy am | here Ken?
KENNETH
| don't know. To gloat? Feel good
Val? Say it! | told you so!
VALERI E

| don't need this crap Kenneth.

|'ve gone down this road before.

Merry Chri st nmas!
Val eri e yanks the cubical curtain back and | eaves the room
| NT. HALLWAY EMERGENCY ROOM -- DAY

Val eri e passes Kent and Tiffany. Tiffany has a bandage on
her hand. Kent stops Valerie in the hall.
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KENT
My Tiffany cut herself on sonme broken
gl ass fromthat dead-ass Christmnas
tree of yours.

Tiffany | ooks up and Val erie and puts her finger on display.
She gives Valerie a smart-ass | ook.

VALERI E
|'"'mso sorry. Please send the bil
to the hotel.

KENT
You can count on it. M attorney
w Il contact you. This is probably
going to need sone stitches and a
tetanus shot for sure.

VALERI E
VWhat ever!

Val eri e wal ks of f unconcerned. Tiffany |ooks at Kent
surpri sed.

TI FFANY
" m not taking a shot!

Val erie hears Tiffany and turns, smles at Kent, then
continues on her way out.

Jada goes to Kenneth's roomw th a syringe. Tiffanie' s eyes
get big as Jada stops, waves the syringe at Tiffany, then
enters Kenneth's room

TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
| nmean it |I'mnot taking a shot!

KENT
Oh cone on Tiffany. [It'll be alright.

Kent tries to pull Tiffany along but she is dragging her
feet.

Jada sticks her head out from behind the curtain of Kenneth's
room

JADA
You two need to keep it down! There
are sick people here.

| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM KENNETH S ROOM -- DAY
Jada starts at Kenneth with a syringe.

KENNETH
VWhat's that?



43.

JADA
Tet anus.
KENNETH
| don't need tetanus.
JADA
Funny.
KENNETH

Are you sure | need that?

JADA
Did you cut your head tonight?

KENNETH
Duh, well yeah.

JADA
Then you need a tetanus shot. W
can do this in your arm

Kenneth sits up in the bed and Jada pulls his hospital gown
sl eeve up to his shoul der.

| NT. HALLWAY EMERGENCY ROOM -- DAY
Kent continues to drag Tiffany down the hallway.

TI FFANY
| won't do it! | won't do it!

Kent continues to drag.

KENT
Now baby!

Tiffany | ets out one of her ear piercing screans.
| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM KENNETH S ROOM

Jada is startled by the screamand jabs the syringe into
Kenneth's arm

KENNETH
Son-of -a-b. ..

| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM MAI N DESK AREA -- DAY
The needl e slides across the record Jada had | eft playing.

OLD MAN, 80's, trips over his wal ker and falls face first
onto the floor. Valerie runs over to assist him

Two ornanents fall fromthe hospital tree.

As the scream stops everyone stands around | ooki ng confused.
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Jada comes running to the desk and slides to a stop. She
restarts the record. "Hot Stuff" starts to play. The
visitors and hospital associates are happy to hear the nusic.
Sonme nove their heads to the beat, others dance in place.

In the waiting roomacross fromthe desk Steven has been
sitting quietly admring the hospital Christmas tree. The
Christmas tree is in sad shape. Decorations are junbled and
the tree is dead. He sees Valerie wal k past as she heads
for the exit.

STEVEN
(calling out)
Val eri e!

Val erie stops, Steven joins her, and they both exit the
Emer gency Room

EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM ENTRANCE -- DAY

Steven and Val erie stop outside on the sidwal k just outside
of the Enmergency Room

VALERI E
VWhat are you doing here? Everything
oK?

STEVEN

Just visiting friends. Hospitals at
Christmas are sad. So nuch pain and
unhappi ness at such a joyous tine.

VALERI E
Tell me about it.

STEVEN
Wazzup with you?

Steven is in a very happy nood.

VALERI E
Wazzup? Wazzup? You already been
in the eggnog?

Steven | aughs and | ooks around at the snow and takes Valerie
by the hand.

STEVEN
Doesn't this beautiful day nake you
feel great?

VALERI E
Have to much on ny m nd.

STEVEN
Let's get away fromthis hospital
"Il buy you a cup of coffee downtown.
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As they wal k down the street they pass a Christmas tree |ot.

Al l

of the trees are brown.

VALERI E
| don't know what's happened to the
trees this year.

STEVEN
Sad bunch of trees for sure.
VALERI E
|"m sure they went out to the woods
and said, "lets bring every dead

tree we can find back to Crystal
Springs".

STEVEN

(1 aughi ngl y)
Looks i ke. How s Kennet h?

Val eri e | ooks surprised and stops wal ki ng.

VALERI E

How di d you know about Kennet h?
STEVEN

| saw the policenen bring himin.
VALERI E

Did they have to rough himup?
STEVEN

No, | ooked pretty civilized.
VALERI E

Dang!
STEVEN

(1 aughi ng)

You don't nean that!
VALERI E

|"'mso sick of this crap! W're

separated and | still come to check

on him It's not right.

STEVEN
Sonet hing's there.

VALERI E
Ch don't you start! \What are you up
to anyway? Wiat's your story?
Everytime | | ook up you're there to
hol d ny hand.
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STEVEN
Hey I"'mjust here for Christmas. |
don't have anyone of ny own so
meddl e in other people's lives.

VALERI E
Li sten, | know you have good
intentions, but I think this thing
with me and Kenny has ran its course.

STEVEN
What about Patri ck.
VALERI E
Ch don't even go there! |'ve done
everything | could on ny own.
STEVEN
Boys need their dads.
VALERI E
You're full of it, you know it?
STEVEN
well ..
VALERI E

No. You have no idea how and what
Patrick had to go through with Kenneth
as a dad. He can't possibly have

any good nenories of Kenny.

STEVEN
Maybe we shoul d change the subject.

VALERI E
| think so.

Steven and Valerie stop in front of the coffee shop. Donna
Summer and Sharon are inside near the w ndow.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Listen, I'mnot very good conpany
right now Care if we do coffee
anot her tine?

STEVEN
Sure. You gonna be OK?
VALERI E
I"'mfine. [1'll see you at the hotel.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP -- DAY

Donna and Sharon watch as Steven gives Valerie a hug and
t hen wai ves goodbye.
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Donna puts her coffee down and | ooks at Sharon.

DONNA  SUMVER
They didn't | ook happy.

SHARON
We have 2 nore days here in this
lovely little town.

DONNA  SUMVER
You' re gonna so | oose.
SHARON
Not likely. | have sonething in the
wor ks now.
DONNA  SUMVER
What are you up to?
SHARON
The party for the children is tonight

right?

DONNA  SUMVER
It's not right to ness with kids at
Chri st mas.

SHARON
The kids will be K

DONNA SUMVER
Renmenber, no one gets hurt.

SHARON
Not to worry.

DONNA SUMVER
| mean it!

CUT TO
| NT. HOTEL LOBBY -- N GHT

The hotel |obby has been revanped. The dried out Christnas
tree has been replaced and hundreds of decorations have been
pl aced on the branches. Hundreds of plastic snowfl akes hang
fromthe ceiling. Mniature lights tw nkle beneath cotton
cl ouds over the snowfl akes.

SANTA is seated in a grand chair at the end of the | obby.
Donna and Sharon are standing at his side. Donna Sumrer is
dressed in a stunning red velvet evening gown trinmed in
white fur. Santa's hel per was never so beautiful. Sharon
is dressed like an elf with the pointed hat and shoes. She
has a nasty di sposition.
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Sharon is helping the children up to Santa's |ap. Donna
Summer hands the children a gift and gives thema hug as
t hey | eave.

The children forma group around Santa's area as the other
children take their turns on his |ap.

SHARON
Hey! Santa's wi fe never dressed
i ke one of the Suprenes.

Donna hol ds up one finger.

DONNA SUMVER
Hey baby! | didn't work so hard, so
long, to have to dress |ike sone

skank el f.
Sharon | ooks down at a child waiting to see Santa.

SHARON
Don't let Ms. Claus kiss you with
that nasty nouth of her's.

DONNA  SUMVER
Be sweet.

Donna steps in front of Sharon to help TIM 4 years old, red
hair, on Santa's |lap. She |ooks down at himas he settles
down to read his list to Santa.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
What' s your nane buddy?

TIM
Tim

DONNA  SUMVER
Well Tim don't pay any attention to
Santa's bitter ol' elf. She was
jilted at the workshop.

TIM
Huh?

Donna Summer smles and wal ks toward the gifts. She | ooks
toward the | obby entrance to see Valerie cone in with a | oad
of gifts. Donna signals to Karen at the desk. Karen changes
the nusic to "On the Radio."

As Valerie enters the lobbie fromthe main entrance she | ooks
around the roomin amazenent. She walks up to Karen at the
desk.

VALERI E
You guys did a great job. You got a
nice tree too.
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KAREN
You know how hard it is to find a
tree this close to Christnas.

VALERI E
You're a mracle worker.

KAREN
Well d' Man Cooper wasn't using
that tree anyway.

VALERI E
You' re serious?

KAREN
All I"'msayin'" is that trees are
hard to find two days before

Chri st nas.

The last child | eaves Santa's area. Santa stands and
stretches.

SANTA
Ho, Ho, Ho,...Let's go have sone
cookies and m | k.

The chil dren scream and | augh and circle around Santa as he
makes his way to the dining room Sharon follows the crowd.
Santa drags 2 children that are clinging to his legs. They
make their way by the main desk.

VALERI E
Let's go give Santa a hand.

KAREN
Ms. Sunmer wanted ne to keep you
here. She has a gift for you.

VALERI E
Me? Really?
KAREN
That's what she said. |'Il go help

Santa and the Elf.

Val eri e wal ks over to Donna who is standing by a huge box
with a big red sparkly bow that is next to Santa's chair.

VALERI E
You | ook absolutely beautiful. |
bet | ots of Dads were checking out
Santa' s hel pers.

DONNA SUMVER
OCh | don't know about that.
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Donna reaches behind the box and pulls out a pair of huge
gol den scissors. They glitter as the light hits them

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
Cut the ribbon after I go to the
dining room The kids will |eave
out the back.

VALERI E
VWhat's going on? | thought this was
just part of Santa's decorations.

DONNA SUMVER
You'll like it |I swear.

Donna | eaves quietly as Val erie exam nes the box. Donna
stops at the desk to change the nusic to "I Feel Love." She
wal ks over to the light swtch and dins the lights. The
trees are glowing in the dimlight. Donna turns on the disco
ball and the room cones alive wth |ights.

Val erie admres the room She takes the scissors to the box
and cuts the ribbon. The front of the box opens forward
slowy. Valerie backs up so it can fall to the fl oor.

VALERI E
Ch ny goodness!

Kennet h steps out of the box dancing to the nusic. He is
dressed in red velvet Santa pants that are several sizes to

| arge, a wide black belt, black boots, Santa hat, white beard,
and no shirt. Hi's nuscular body glistens in the tw nkling
light.

Val erie | aughs and sits on Santa's chair.

Kennet h makes his way to Valerie dancing in true male stri pper
f ashi on.

KENNETH
Hey little girl. You been good this
year ?

VALERI E

Not nearly good enough.
Kenneth takes his beard off and puts it on Valerie.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
It snells |like Aram s.

KENNETH
You gave ne that snmell good.

VALERI E
| always |oved the way you snell ed.
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KENNETH
VWhat can | bring you this year little
girl?

Kenneth conti nues to dance around Val eri e.

VALERI E
Hunmmm . . .

KENNETH
Any new t oys?

VALERI E
A new husband?

Kennet h stops dancing. He holds out both arns.

KENNETH
Thi s not new enough for you? W're
still married.

VALERI E

| could never resist you. You make
it so hard sonetinmes Kenny.

Kenneth starts to dance agai n shaking his hips.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

Real |y hard.
KENNETH
Want to dance wth Santa? Sit on ny
| ap?
VALERI E
That's a bit perverted don't you
t hi nk?

The music changes to "Any Way at All."

Kenneth takes Valerie's hand and they nove to the center of
the roomto dance. Kenneth pulls Valerie close and gives
her a squeeze. He renoves the Santa beard from her face.
Val erie takes a deep breath and snells Kenneth's Aram s.
She puts her cheek on his bare chest.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

| just nelt away on your broad
shoul ders.

She stops and pulls away a little and | ooks at Kenneth's
chest.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You have glitter on your chest?

Kennet h | aughs and just pulls Valerie against his chest.
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KENNETH
VWhat if | do?

Val eri e sighs.

VALERI E
Honey, it don't matter right now

They both giggle a bit and nove slowy to the nmusic. The
Christmas tree can be seen in the background glowing in the
dar kened room Kenneth | ooks deeply into Valerie's eyes.

KENNETH
Valerie | love you so nuch.

He takes his Santa hat off and lets it fall to the fl oor.
They continue to nove to the nusic.

VALERI E
| know Kenny.

He leans in to kiss Valerie passionately. Valerie keeps her
eyes closed for a few seconds after the kiss. She has a
| ook a absolute contentnent and serenity on her face.

KENNETH
Don't think about it Val. | know
you | ove ne. You just have to.

She backs up a couple of steps and | ooks himover fromthe

bl ack boots to the chiseled features of his abdom nal nuscles
and chest. The blue glow of the Christmas |ights highlights
his face.

Val erie sml es.

VALERI E
| swear you are the best | ooking
Santa |'ve ever seen.

Kennet h grabs her hand and pulls her in close to himfast
and hard.

KENNETH
| need a Ms. Clause to keep nme warm
It's no fun sleeping with the
rei ndeer. They stink.

VALERI E
It does feel right.

KENNETH
Donna said she would watch Patrick
for us at the party and carry himto
Mom s after.
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VALERI E
Let's go back to ny pl ace.
KENNETH
Serious?
VALERI E

You know how twisted it is to do it
with Santa?

Kennet h reaches down and gets the Santa hat fromthe fl oor.

KENNETH
(1 aughi ng)
It's just me. But you're right.

VALERI E
Where's the jacket to that suit?
Your gonna freeze your jingle bells
of f.

KENNETH
(1 aughi ng)
In the box.

Kenneth wal ks to the giant package and gets the jacket to
the Santa costune. He puts it on but |eaves it unbuttoned.

VALERI E
You just can't mss tonight. d othes
on or off you are the best | ooking
Sant a around.

Kenneth is | ooking for buttons on the jacket.
KENNETH
There are these big ol' buttons but
no holes. Wat's the deal ?

Val eri e wal ks over and | ooks at the jacket.

VALERI E
Vel cro.
KENNETH
(1 aughi ng)

Let's get out of here.

Kennet h | eaves the jacket open and picks the Santa hat up
fromthe floor.

They start to the | obby front entrance when the doors from
the dining roomsw ng open. Sharon is running for her life
with children throwi ng cookies at her.

Sharon slides to a stop on the highly polished wood fl oors
of the | obby. She holds out her finger at the children.
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They all slide to a stop.

SHARON
The next kid that throws a cookie
gets put on the naughty Ilist.

Tiffany is at the back of the crowd and throws the first
cooki e that bounces of Sharon's pointed elf hat.

Kenneth and Val erie watch in disbelief.

The children run at Sharon. Sharon tries to run but can not
get any traction on the polished flooring. She runs in place
a few steps then falls face first on the floor. The children
junp on top of her as if she was the first football player

on a funbl ed ball.

VALERI E
K now we' ve got to help.

Kenneth struggles trying to fasten his jacket. Frustrated,
he takes the jacket off and flings it to a nearby table. He
pulls the over-sized Santa pants up by the belt and pulls
the Santa hat tightly over his head. Valerie |ooks at
Kennet h.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You ready?

KENNETH
Lord help us. Lead the charge.

Kenneth and Valerie rush to help Sharon. They lift children
one at atinme fromthe pile until they reveal a ruffled
Shar on.

Tiffany is standi ng nearby watching cl osely.

SHARON
| hate kids.

VALERI E
Now i s that anyway Santa's hel per
should tal k? Can we help you up?

Sharon | ooks up at Kenneth. H's Santa hat is tilted to one
side. He grins down at Sharon and pulls up his pants. One
of his teeth sparkles in the Christmas |ights.

SHARON
Well 1'Il do anything St. Nick wants.

Val eri e grabs Sharon by the hand and yanks her so hard off
the floor that her elf hat flips off and |ands on Tiffany's
head.
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Tiffany takes it off, flings it to the floor, viciously stonps
it, then runs off.

SHARON ( CONT' D)
Lovely girl.

Sharon | eans on Kennet h.

SHARON ( CONT' D)
Well Santa. Let's go clean the
wor kshop.

KENNETH
(smling)
Never trust an Elf.

VALERI E
(col dly)
Ms. Summer is |ooking for you.

Val erie | ooks toward the dining room Donna is angrily gazing
at Sharon. She has her arnms crossed and is tappi ng one of
her feet.

SHARON
Dang!
KENNETH
If you'll go warmthe car up Il

thank Ms. Sumrer for having the
courage to keep Patri ck.

VALERI E
Ok but don't forget to put your coat
on. It's freezing out there.

Val eri e continues out of the | obby.

KENNETH
Wl do.

Kenneth starts toward the dining roomand stops when he
reaches Donna Sunmer. As he is thanking Donna, Sharon reaches
behind the counter and pulls out a bottle of Jack Daniels.

She puts the bottle under the Santa jacket then goes out of
the main | obby entrance. She |ooks back and gleefully smles.
Kennet h gi ves Donna a hug then starts toward the door.

Kenneth stops at the table and picks up his jacket. The
bottle of Jack Daniels roles off the table. He catches it
inmd air.

Kennet h | ooks around to see if anyone has spotted himwth
the bottle. He sits the bottle back on the table and starts
toward the | obby entrance. He stops and takes a deep breath.
He turns and | ooks ashanmed as he wal ks toward the bottle.
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He puts the Santa jacket on then slips the bottle in his
oversi zed pocket .

He slowy proceeds to the | obby entrance and stops one nore
time without turning around. He finally |eaves the hotel.

EXT. PARKING LOT -- N GHT

Val erie has started her car and is seated on the drivers
side waiting on Kenneth. Red and green Christmas |ights
cast a colorful holiday glow on the snow that is piled up
around the car.

Kennet h approaches the car. He knocks on the window. Valerie
| ets the wi ndow down.

VALERI E
Well it took you | ong enough.
KENNETH
| can't go Valerie.
VALERI E
| knew it!
KENNETH

| haven't worked in 3 nonths. A guy
in the hotel sawne in this suit and
wants ne to play Santa for his little
girls.

VALERI E

(shyly)
Oh cone on! Don't make ne beg.

KENNETH
A hundred bucks for about 2 hours
wor k. That would go a | ong way on
sonething for Patrick this Christnas.

VALERI E
(forgiving)
You're right.
KENNETH
Can | call you in the norning?
VALERI E
| guess...Ken?
KENNETH
Yeah?
VALERI E

You're trying to work through your
probl emright?
( MORE)
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| nmean, you will call nme if you need
hel p, or call your sponsor?

KENNETH
| promse. Now lets have a kiss.

VALERI E
Hunmm . . ki ssing Santa in the parking
lot. There's got to be a country
song in there sonewhere.

Kenneth | eans over into the car and passionately kisses
Val eri e.

KENNETH

"1l see you in the norning.
VALERI E

Count on it. Ken, | nean it! Cal

me if you need ne.

KENNETH
Hey you know what? | think | can
conme over after ny Santa appearance.

VALERI E
K. 1'll see you later M. Kringle.

Valerie rolls the window up and drives off.

Kenneth stands still in the snow until she | eaves. He takes
the bottle fromhis pocket and stares at it for a few seconds.
He takes a big drink. He nmakes a face and wal ks off di sgusted
wi th hinsel f.

I NT. VALERIE'S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The roomis expertly decorated for Christnmas. There is a

maj estic tree in front of the wi ndow decorated with Victorian
ornanents and illum nated with golden lights. G eenery tops
the mantle and a small fire in the hearth has the room
illTumnated with a soft gl ow

Val erie turns on the radio. "Lucky" by Donna Sumrer is

pl ayi ng. She turns the volunme up and begins to straighten

up the room She grabs up ol d newspapers, picks up Patrick's
toys, grabs sonme gl asses off the coffee table, and | eaves

t he room

| NT. KENNETH S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT
The roomis dark and Spartan. The thin curtains are pulled

to one side and are tattered. The furniture is ragged and
dirty. Music fromhis radio is also "Lucky" by Donna Sunmer.
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Kenneth enters and sits on the couch. He takes the bottle
out of his coat and sits it on the coffee table. He picks

up one of the several dirty glasses that are scattered on

the table and pours hinself a very generous drink. He drinks
it quickly and sits the glass down. He |ooks sadly across

to the w ndow and watches as the snow falls gently.

I NT. VALERIE'S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

Val erie enters the roomw th sonme candl es. She arranges
themon the coffee table in front of the sofa. She goes to
the mantl e and gets a box of matches and |ights the candl es
and sits back to admres her work.

| NT. KENNETH S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT
Kenneth sl anms down 2 nore drinks then sl ouches on the sofa.
I NT. VALERI E' S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The candl es have burned hal fway down. The roomis quiet.

Val erie is eating sone cheese and crackers. She finishes

the | ast cracker then | eans over and bl ows the candl es out.
She goes to the wall switch and turns the tree off then checks
to make sure the fireplace is OK  She sighs deeply, then

| eaves the room

I NT. KENNETH S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

Kenneth is passed out on his sofa. The roomis illum nated
by the television. The animated version of "How the Ginch
Stole Christmas” is on.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY -- DAY

The repl acenent Christmas tree is showing wear. Although it
is only 2 days old the needles are browning and the |inbs
are starting to droop.

Karen is at the desk blankly staring out the main entrance.
Steven has his spot on the sofa drinking coffee.

Val erie cones in fromthe dining roomentrance. She renoves
her coat.

VALERI E
Busy day huh?

KAREN
You know how Chri stmas Eve is.

VALERI E
| love it. Al the guest have gone
or are on their way to their famlies.



KAREN
It's a peaceful tinme around here for
sure.

Karen and Valerie | ook at Steven on the sofa.
hi s newspaper and his cup of coffee.

KAREN ( CONT' D)
Well all of the guest but one. o
see if he's leaving so we can cl ose
this sucker up

VALERI E

(1 aughi ngl y)
| can't run himoff. This is a
busi ness you know.

Val erie goes to the sofa and sits by Steven.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
What do you think's wong with the
trees we're getting?

STEVEN
You're having a run of bad luck with
dead trees.

VALERI E
S not just the trees. Al the

t 1
!ants in the hotel are about to
i

I
p
d

e.
STEVEN
| think the tree's to close to the
fireplace. It's drying out.
VALERI E

We al ways put it here.

STEVEN
| don't know t hen.

VALERI E
Are you comng to the children's
concert tonight?

STEVEN
Children's concert?
VALERI E
It's at the town hall. A group of

children forma Christmas Choir.
They give a concert Christnmas Eve.

STEVEN
Sounds li ke a fam |y gathering.
"1l pass.

St even has

59.
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VALERI E
Ch cone on! It'll give you a good
feeling.

Val eri e puts her hand innocently on Steven's | eg.

STEVEN
| wouldn't mss it then. Patrick in
t hat group?

VALERI E
Ch yes.

STEVEN
It's not that same group of kids
that were here to see Santa is it?

VALERI E
well. ..

STEVEN
Well don't feed them any sugar.

VALERI E
Good poi nt.

Kenneth enters the | obby through the dining roomentrance.
He is all bundled up and has on a dark pair of sungl asses.
He stops at the desk.

Josh wal ks by and theatrically drops a dead poinsettia in
t he garbage can next to the desk.

JOSH
(si nging)
Anot her one bites the dust...

The noi se makes Kenneth hold his head. He gives Josh a go-
to-hell ook then turns his attention to Valerie and Steven.

Josh just turns up his nose at Kenneth and wal ks in the other
di rection.

Kennet h approaches the sof a.

KENNETH
We need to talk Val.
VALERI E
| don't think there's anything to be
sai d Ken.
KENNETH
Pl ease.
VALERI E

It's the sanme ol' story right?
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KENNETH
Don't be like that. Let's at | east
go out back and tal k.

VALERI E
Go have sone coffee Ken

Kenneth grabs Valerie by the armand brings her to a standing
posi tion.

Steven noves the paper off of his lap and sits his coffee on
the table in front of the sofa.

KENNETH
| said let's go out back and talk
about this.

VALERI E
Let go of ne.

St even gets up.

KENNETH
(Anger ed)
Oh your new boyfriend's going to
protect you now?

Val eri e stands up and puts herself between Steven and Kennet h.

VALERI E
Kennet h pl ease just | eave.

Kennet h pushes Val erie on the sofa and throws a punch at
Steven. Steven slightly noves his head and the punch slides
by his face. Steven follows the slip with a hard straight
right hand to Kenneth's nose. Kenneth falls straight back
on the floor next to the tree and is out cold. A bit of
tinsel falls fromthe tree and | ands on Kenneth's face.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Ch ny CGod!

STEVEN
|"msorry Valerie.

Steven shakes his hand in pain and paces back and forth in
front of the Christmas tree.

VALERI E
No. It's OK It's not like this
hasn't ever happened before.

Karen runs over and kneels by Kenneth. She | ooks up at
St even.

KAREN
What have you done?



Steven turns to | eave. Valerie grabs himby the arm

VALERI E
Are you K?

STEVEN
['I]l be fine.

Josh casually cones over

KAREN
Do | need to call the EMI' s?

VALERI E
| don't think so. No blood. Let's
drag himup to a roomand bring him
ar ound.

STEVEN
| think I need to go for a wal k and
cool down sonme. | hate | did this in

front of you.

VALERI E
VWhat? Protect a friend?

STEVEN
| hate viol ence.

VALERI E
Wel |l you handl ed yourself |ike a
pro. You nust have been a fighter
ina former live.

STEVEN
It's all behind nme now. | shoul dn't
have let it resurface.

62.

Steven grabs his coat fromthe row of hooks by the door and

| eaves.

VALERI E
K. Let's get himto the el evator
and up to 204.

JOSH
"Il get his left armyou get his
right.

Karen grabs his right armand they start to drag Steven to
the elevator. Valerie follows.

Donna Summer and Sharon conme out of the dining roomand are
shocked as Karen and Josh drag Kenneth past the dining room

door.



63.

DONNA SUMVER
VWhat's goin' on?

SHARON
Rough ni ght ?

Valerie stops to talk. Karen and Josh stand in place, holding
Kenneth's arm | ooki ng uninterested.

VALERI E
Personal issue. Not to worry.

DONNA SUMVER
X

SHARON
"1l warm up the car.

Sharon | eaves by the front entrance.

DONNA SUMVER
| hear there's a concert tonight?

VALERI E
Yes! Town hall.

DONNA SUMVER
Can anyone cone?

VALERI E
We woul d be honored to have you.

DONNA  SUMVER
| wanted to ask sonething but since
you are draggi ng your husband to the
el evator I'msorta afraid.

VALERI E
Last night?

DONNA SUMVER
Pl ease tell ne it worked out.

VALERI E
| thought it was going to be the
ni ght we settled everything but he
did a no show.

DONNA SUMVER
He did what?

VALERI E
He canme by to apol ogi ze this norning.

DONNA  SUMVER
And you did that to hinfP
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VALERI E
(1 aughi ng)
No...no. Steven was protecting ny
honor | guess.

DONNA SUMVER
So what's the deal with you two?

VALERI E
Wll we were narried and now we' re
seperated. That's about it. After
| ast night |I'm about 90% sure we are
headed for divorce court.

DONNA SUMVER
No you and Pretty Boy.

Val eri e | ooks surprised.

VALERI E
St even?
DONNA SUMVER
Cuz girl I"'mdoin" ny best to work

sonme magi ¢ here and if you have
sonething else goin on it ain't
gonna wor k.

VALERI E
He is a pretty boy!
DONNA SUMVER
Onh no!
VALERI E
But | swear nothing is going on
between us. | honestly don't know

what we have.

DONNA SUMVER
Cone on let's tal k about this.

Donna and Valerie head to the sofa and sit down. Karen drops
Kenneth's arm and | ooks at Josh.

KAREN
Let's | eave hi m here.

Karen heads toward the front desk.

Josh | ooks a bit disgusted, drops Kenneth's arm and wal ks
away | eaving Kenneth in front of the el evator door.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY -- DAY

Donna Sunmmer and Val erie are seated on the sofa next to the
Christnmas tree.
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DONNA SUMVER
X spill.

VALERI E
VWien | am around Steven | feel al
warm and special. No pressure to do

anything but just talk. He listens,
he has good advice, he's nice to
| ook at, just a nice guy.

DONNA  SUMVER
And t he husband?
VALERI E
Lord help nme. | turn into a |love

crazed teenager around that man. |
just can't live with the al cohol
problem But you know there is
sonet hi ng about that "bad boy" image
that attracts ne to him

Donna pets Valerie on the shoulder and pulls her in for a
hug.

DONNA SUMVER
lt'"1l be OK

Josh wal ks past with a dead poinsettia. He dramatically
drops it in the waist can and | eaves the room

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)

(1 aughi ng)
VWhat's up with the plants in this
town. Ya'll specialize in brown?

Val eri e and Donna | augh.

CUT TO
EXT. TOMN HALL AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

There are candles in every window G eenery is draped on

t he backs of the chairs and over the stage. A 15 foot
Christmas tree stands at the right of the stage. It is
decorated with silver and blue ornanents and is illum nated
wi th hundreds of tiny blue |lights.

The children are positioned on the stage in several rows.
They are dressed in white robes with red collars. Patrick
isin the front. They all hold artificial candles that are
it by a single mniature bulb at the top.

Donna Summer is leading the children's choir in "Away in the
Manger . "

Valerie is seated near the front and center of the audi ence.
She is enjoying the concert and is smling.
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She occasionally points out things to Steven and Karen who
are seated on either side of her.

VALERI E
(whi speri ng)
Isn't he the cutest thing you' ve
ever seen?

KAREN
Absol utely.

VALERI E
You're not just saying that because
' m your boss.

KAREN
(seriously)
Absol utely.

Steven smles. Valerie turns to Steven.

VALERI E
Cute huh?

STEVEN
Absol utely.

St even and Karen start to snicker.

VALERI E
You two are in this together. Yeah,
troubl e makers.

STEVEN
Hey not me. This is great though.

A loud noise is heard at the back of the audi ence. Several
peopl e | ook back. The singers don't m ss a beat.

VALERI E
VWhat's that?

Kenneth is noisily struggling wwth his coat that he has caught
in the door. He is unshaven and dirty | ooking; obviously
dr unk.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Ch no!

STEVEN
Should I handl e this?

VALERI E
Can you do it quietly?

STEVEN
| can but | don't know about Kennet h.



67.

VALERI E
Pl ease.

Val eri e sinks down in her seat.
Steven nakes his way quietly back to Kenneth.

Kenneth is still struggling with his coat but sees Steven
appr oachi ng.

KENNETH
Ch no you don't!

Steven puts his finger up to his nouth to signal Kenneth to
be quite.

KENNETH ( CONT' D)
(rmore softly and

qui etly)
Ch no you don't.

Steven smles, wal ks up to Kenneth, helps himget his coat
free, and escorts himto a seat at the rear of the auditorium
St even takes the seat next to Kenneth.

STEVEN
(friendly)
Thi nk you can behave yoursel f?

KENNETH
Yeah, thanks man.

Kennet h | ooks renorseful as he | ooks at Patrick singing.

KENNETH ( CONT' D)
That's ny boy.

STEVEN
| know.
KENNETH
You're seeing ny wfe.
STEVEN
No I"'mnot. I'"'monly here for
Chri st mas.
KENNETH
| bet.
STEVEN

Really. Do you have any idea how
much that woman | oves you?

KENNETH
Man she hates ne.
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STEVEN
No she don't. She hates the things
you do when you drink. Do you have
any i dea how obnoxi ous you are?
Li ke now?

KENNETH
What ?

The nusi c stops and everyone appl auds.

I NT. TOAN HALL AUDI TORI UM STACE -- N GHT

DONNA SUMVER
Thank you very much. These kids
have done a great job! | would like

all the parents to stand up and be
recogni zed.

I NT. TOMWN HALL AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Several parents, seated in different |ocations of the
auditorium stand up. Kenneth stays seat ed.

STEVEN
Man this is for you.
KENNETH
| can't. It will enbarrass Valerie

and Patri ck.
STEVEN
Your son is |ooking for you man.

Stand up in the aisle so he can see
you.

Kenneth slowly stands and noves in the aisle.
BACK TO THE STAGE

Patrick smles and is excited to see Kenneth.
BACK TO THE AUDI TORI UM

Val eri e | ooks over the crowd and tears up at the site of
Kenneth at the back of the room

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
| don't want you to ever forget this
nmonent. Your son won't.

BACK TO THE STAGE

The appl auds di e down and Donna Summer takes the mnicrophone
agai n.



69.

DONNA SUMVER
Don't you think we need to get these
ki ds hone so Santa won't fly by?

The children are all excited.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
This will sound Iike shanel ess
pronotion but I want to rem nd
everyone of the concert in the park
tomorrow. All proceeds go to charity
and there's a big need this year.
Everyone cone and have a good tine.

Donna follows the children off the stage. Parents coll ect
their children and start toward the exit.

Valerie and Patrick go to the back of the roomto neet Steven
and Kennet h.

Patrick grabs hold of Kenneth's |l egs and gives hima big
hug. Kenneth gets down on one knee.

KENNETH
You did so good. |'mso proud of
you son.
PATRI CK
Real | y?
KENNETH
You nmay be doing | ead next year.
PATRI CK
Nah.
KENNETH
"' m serious.
VALERI E

We need to get this boy in bed.
Santa is al ready out.

KENNETH
|"m staying at Momis tonight. Can
he cone honme with ne?

VALERI E
You're not driving. Right?

KENNETH
| wal ked over.

VALERI E
It's to cold for him



STEVEN
| can drive them over.

VALERI E
You don't m nd?

KENNETH
You don't have to do that.

STEVEN
VWhat are friends for?

PATRI CK
VWhat about Sant a.

VALERI E
He knows where to | eave your toys.
You' ve been a very good boy this
year .

Val erie rubs Patrick's head.

PATRI CK
AW, . . Mom

KENNETH
XK little man |l ets head out.

VALERI E
Steven will you go ahead and take
Patrick to the car and let ne talk
wi th Ken.

STEVEN
Sur e.

Steven | eaves with Patri ck.

VALERI E
Ken you |l ook like hell. [|'m not
even gonna ask what happened to you
| ast night.

KENNETH

" m sorry Val

VALERI E
Listen | amwlling to help you but
you' ve got to neet ne half way. You
wor ki ng with your sponsor?

KENNETH
Wel | obvi ously not.

VALERI E
Do you want to beat this?



KENNETH
You know | do.

VALERI E
W mss you a | ot Ken.

Kennet h ducks his head enbarrassed.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)

71.

| mean it. | mss you nore than you
can know. This is killing nme Ken.

Sharon is observing fromfew feet away from Val eri e and

Kennet h.
Val eri e gives Kenneth a hug.
KENNETH
(whi nperi ng)
| love you Val.

VALERI E
| tell you what. Wy don't

| cone

to your Momlis house and we can open

a fewgifts.

KENNETH
Patrick would love it.
VALERI E
Me too. I'll have to go back to the

hotel to help Karen get things ready

for the night shift.

KENNETH

Great! See you in about 30
VALERI E

Don't di sappoint us tonight.
KENNETH

Il won't. | swear.

m n.

Donna Summer joins Sharon. They are watching Valerie and

Kenneth froma few feet away.

DONNA SUMVER
| " m doi ng good.

SHARON

| have one nore day. You can't fix

thi s ness.

Josh wal ks past Sharon, |ooks at her,
in the air as he wal ks by.

then sticks his nose



SHARON ( CONT' D)

Jer k!

DONNA SUMVER
What do you and that guy have going
on?

SHARON

| don't like him

DONNA SUMVER
You protest to nmuch | think.

SHARON
Yeah right.

Val eri e and Kenneth | eave.

72.

Josh is at the front of the cromd waiting to exit. Sharon

and Donna wal k up behi nd him

SHARON ( CONT' D)
We need a cattle prod.

Josh hears Sharon and | ooks back.

JCOSH
VWll if it ainnt A' Bossie herself.

SHARON
Watch it you insignificant toady.

JOSH
Look who's callin' the frog green.

SHARON
Hey I'mnot a toady! Tell him Donna!

Donna Summer | ooks surpri sed.

DONNA SUMVER
That's right. Personal assistant.

"This Time | knowit's for Real," starts to play on the
audi tori um speaker system

JOSH
(in sink with the
beat of the nusic)
Toady, Toady, Toady,...

Sharon tries to reach for Josh. Donna just stands back.

Several children in the crowd join the chant.

CHI LDREN
Toady, Toady, Toady,...
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Sharon junmps for Josh. He ducks.

JOSH
Did you have to go to college to be
a personal toady or is that on-the-
j ob toady training?

SHARON
You had better | ook over your shoul der
you grubby waiter. 1'll be waiting.
JOSH

| am so scar ed!

SHARON
When you | east expect it!

DONNA  SUMVER
You are going to get us arrested for
terrorism Settle down.

SHARON
That piece of crap nakes nme so nad.

They all make their way outside.
EXT. AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Peopl e are making their way to their cars. Snowis piled
around and is illumnated by the brilliant red Christnas
lights hung around the wi ndows and doors of the auditorium

Donna and Sharon nmake it out to the steps.

SHARON
It's so frigging cold here!

A snowball hits the side of Sharon's head with such force
she i s knocked off her feet.

Donna | eans down to hel p her

DONNA SUMVER
You OK?

SHARON
VWhere i s he!

Josh is behind a car |aughing and chanting.

JOSH
Toady, Toady, Toady,...

DONNA  SUMVER
You know if you weren't so skinny
t hat woul dn't have knocked you down.
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SHARON
Real sensitive Donna. Help me up

DONNA  SUMVER
Don't do anything rash.

Sharon runs down the steps as Donna watches. Sharon hits a
patch of ice in the parking lot and slides about ten feet.
She finally | ooses her balance and falls on her butt.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
Wiy will she not listen to ne?

One nore snowball hits Sharon on the head as she tries to
get up. She | ooses her balance and falls to the ice again.

JOSH (O S.)
Toady, Toady, Toady,...

DONNA SUMVER
Ch Lord!

Donna starts down the steps.

Josh makes a running exit and di sappears into a stand of
decorated trees.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY -- N GHT

Val eri e and Karen have hot chocol ate and cider set up in the
| obby. They are both having a cup. The lobby is quite. No
musi ¢ and no guest.

VALERI E
Don't you love it when its all over.
It's quite and the kids are all tired
fromplaying with the new toys

KAREN
Did Patrick have a good Chri stnas?

VALERI E

Ch yeah. W started out at the Mom
i n-Law s house then Kenneth and his
Mom cane over to nmy house and we all
wat ched while Patrick ripped up the
entire living room Then the next
nmor ni ng you know we had to do it al
again to open Santa C ause.

KAREN
How was Mom i n-| aw?

VALERI E
How i s she ever

Valerie gets a thernos and fills it with hot chocol ate.
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VALERI E ( CONT' D)
| think we're about ready to cl ose
this sucker up and head to the park.

KAREN
VWhere's Patrick

VALERI E
He's had a |l ong day. The young one
just can't nake it. He's with Kenneth
and his Mom

KAREN
Let's get out of here and enjoy the
nmusi c.

VALERI E
Are we the | ast?

KAREN
Yep. Al the guest have checked out
and gone. Enpl oyees are cl ocked
out. Oh! Even the Devil's spawn is

gone.
VALERI E
Who?
KAREN
How can you forget! Tiffany!
VALERI E
(1 aughi ngl y)

Yeah that girl needed an exorcism
Karen and Valerie | eave and | ock the main entrance.
A glass ornanment falls fromthe dead tree.
EXT. PARK -- NI GHT
A round stage has been set up in the mddle of the park.
The trees have clear twinkle lights placed on the trunks and

high in the branches.

Donna Summer is center stage. She is dressed in a white
coat trimred with white fur. She is singing "Heaven Knows."

Steven is in the front of the crowd. Sharon is standing
directly behind him Valerie and Karen join them

VALERI E
Hey Steven. You staying warn? 1Isn't
this great!



STEVEN
|*ve been a Donna Sumrer groupie for
years.

VALERI E

You don't | ook like the groupie type.

STEVEN
You woul d be surprised.

The song ends and the crowd appl auds.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Watch this.

Steven reaches in his coat pocket and pulls out a very old
| ooki ng parchment envel ope with a gold seal.

VALERI E
VWhat's t hat.

STEVEN
A personal request for a song from
Donna Sunmer .

VALERI E
Ch yeah right! |1'm sure she opens
mai | fromthe audi ence regul arly.

Steven just stands there and sm | es.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
You' ve done this before!

STEVEN
She gives a benefit concert in a
smal |l town every Christmas. | al ways

find out where she will be and foll ow
her Iike a puppy.

Shar on | ooks over Steven's shoul der.

SHARON
| was beginning to think you didn't
have a request.

STEVEN
How could | let you down.

Sharon takes the envel ope then gives Steven a big hug.
SHARON

This nmeans a lot to her. It neans a
lot to us all.

76.
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STEVEN
Get up there! It has specific
i nstructions.

SHARON
Al ways the chall enge.

Sharon nakes her way to the stage. She hol ds the envel ope
so Donna Summer can take it fromher hand. The gold sea
sparkles in the light. Donna holds the envel ope close to
her heart.

DONNA SUMVER
| would Iike to open this envel ope
for you tonight. Every year | receive
a generous donation to ny organization
just for singing a song of mne in
an unusual way. | never know which
song, or howto sing it, until
open the request.

Val eri e | ooks surprised at Steven.

VALERI E
| can't believe this.

STEVEN
She can do it. She al ways does.

Donna opens the envel ope and pulls out the card and a check.
She acts like she is going to faint.

DONNA SUMVER
OK, This check is for one mllion
dol | ars.

The crowd gasp

Val eri e opens here eyes wi de and | ooks at Karen. They both
| ook at Steven totally shocked.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
(reading fromthe
card)
"State of |Independence"” as a
Christmas song. Mist include jingle
bell s and chi nes.

Sharon | ooks at Steven and sm | es.

SHARON
You are so bad.

Sharon suddenly spots Josh at the back of the crowd and starts
to nove stealthy in his direction. She stops for a second,
| ooks back at Steven.
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SHARON ( CONT' D)
Excuse ne.

Sharon continues in Josh's direction.

BACK TO THE STAGE

DONNA  SUMVER
K. | know we have jingle bells and
chinmes. | think sonmething will cone

tome as | sing. Ht it boys.

The band is dressed in formal attire with Santa hats. They
are all happy and having a good tine with the nusic.

"State of | ndependence" begins but instead of the Cari bbean
flavor, jingle bells and chi nes are added.

Donna Summer begins to sing.

Sharon makes it to the back of the crowd w thout being
detected by Josh. She reaches for a double handful of snow
and conpresses it tightly into a snowball. She takes aim
with all the care of a major |eague pitcher and flings the
snowbal | in Josh's direction.

The snowball travels in slow notion toward Josh. It is
spinning and leaving a tail like a conet.

Sharon | eans over with anticipation and glee. Her eyes are
wi de open. She runs her tongue slowy over her upper lip.

As the snowball is about to strike Josh a breath of w nd

bl ows through the crowd and takes Josh's hat to the ground.
He bends to pick it up just as the snowball is about to
strike.

Policeman 2 is left standing in the path of the high velocity
snowball. It strikes the side of his head so hard it knocks
his hat off. He shakes the snow fromhis face and angrily

| ooks in Sharon's direction. She freezes and | ooks w de-
eyed and terrified.

BACK TO VALERI E AND STEVEN
Val erie | ooks a Steven with a new found adm rati on.

STEVEN
Let's wal k.

VALERI E
Don't you want to hear your mllion
dol I ar request.

STEVEN
We can here it on the speakers in
the streets.
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When Donna Sumrer gets to the words "His truth will abound
the land," she substitutes "It's Christmas in all H's land."

Steven stops for just a second and smles to hinself.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
That's all | needed to hear. Walk
with nme pl ease.

He | ooks back at Donna and smles. Snow gently starts to
fall.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Ahhh. Look at this.

He hol ds his hand out to catch sone snow.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
It's like icing on the cake. A
perfect Christnas.

VALERI E
| woul dn't have believed you would
be such a sucker for Christnas.

STEVEN
It's a special tinme. Filled with
synbol s of religion, hope, happiness,
joy, and |ove. How can you not I|ike
It.

VALERI E
Oh don't get me wong. | always
enjoy it. | have to work hard during

t he holidays but I think I make
Christmas special for a | ot of people.

CUT TO
EXT. KENNETH S HOUSE -- N GHT

Kenneth is standing by his car and finishing a beer. He
chugs the last bit, crushes the can, and drops it to the
ground. He |ooks at Patrick who is asleep in the back seat
of the car. Kenneth gets in the drivers seat and starts the
car.

CUT TO
EXT. CGTY STREET -- N GHT

Steven and Valerie stop in front of a toy shop. They | ook
in the window and then turn to the street. Donna Sumrer's
concert can be heard over the speakers that are nounted on
the | anp post.
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STEVEN
Let's have a seat. The streets are
quite. Everyone in town nust be at
t he concert.

They start to the bus stop on the corner and have a seat on
t he bench.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
" m | eaving tonight.

VALERI E
You can't stay? What am | saying?
Going to visit famly?

STEVEN
No back to the job.
VALERI E
You never told ne what you did for a
l'iving?
STEVEN
(smling)
No | didn't.
VALERI E

Very elusive. Let nme see. Wrk
with the ClA?

STEVEN
No.

VALERI E
| RS? Have you been secretly checking
my tax status?

STEVEN
Very creative but no. You'll never
guess this one.

VALERI E
Well you're just going to have to
tell me then

STEVEN
Let's take a | ook at the things around
here. Notice anything different
this year than fromthe | ast severa
years.

Val eri e contenpl ates the question in her m nd.

VALERI E
Honestly no.



She is sti

STEVEN
Let's ook close to hone and give it
anot her try.

Il at a loss for words.
STEVEN ( CONT' D)

You strike ne as being a religious
per son.

VALERI E
VWll | believe in God sure. | go to
chur ch.

STEVEN

K now let's | ook around the street.
Have you noticed how fast the cut
greenery turned brown this year?

VALERI E
Yeah that was sorta odd.
STEVEN
It was because of ne.
VALERI E
(1 aughi ng)

No it's because we whack those
branches off trees and take themin
hot dry houses.

STEVEN

You ever see "It's a Wonderful Life?"

VALERI E
Oh now | get it you' re and angel.
Yeah right.

STEVEN
On Christmas one single angel is
gi ven the nost special gift to give

the world, big or small, to one person

or many. This gift only makes it's
way to nme once in many years. |
have to be very careful how | use
it.

VALERI E
You take sone kind of nedication
bet. Let's go back to the hotel.

Valerie starts to get up fromthe bench.

STEVEN
|''mserious Val eri e.

81.



Steven grabs Valerie by the arm and hol ds her down. She
| ooks bewi | dered, confused, and a bit scared.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Death gets the gift this year and

thisis it.
VALERI E

Ch so you're death! Serial killer?
STEVEN

Where's Kenneth tonight?
VALERI E

He's at hone | guess.
STEVEN

He's being called hone Valerie.
VALERI E

Well | just said he's at hone.
STEVEN

No | nmean hone to stay.

VALERI E
OK now you're just starting to freak
me out. You're tal king home to be
with the Lord right?

STEVEN
|''m hear for nore than just to use
ny gift Valerie.

VALERI E
Oh, you cane for nme? You've totally
| ost it!

STEVEN
|'ve come to retrieve a soul. Not
yours.
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An ol d beat-up car conmes around the corner one bl ock up and

it

i s speeding.

Val erie and Steven | ook at the car.

VALERI E

That car's going to fast.
STEVEN

Yes it is.
VALERI E

Hey that's Kenneth's car.
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STEVEN
It definitely is!

The car swerves fromone side of the street to the other.
I nside the car Kenneth is drinking a beer and struggling
with the steering wheel.

VALERI E
Ch no!

The car cones directly at Valerie and Steven. Valerie tries
to get up and run but Steven calmy grabs hold of her hand
and holds her tightly to the bench. Valerie hides her head
on Steven's shoul der.

Kennet h swerves away from Steven and Val erie at the |ast
second. The car slams into the light pole on the opposite
side of the street. Kenneth hits his head on the steering
wheel and is unconscious. The Christmas |ights on the pole
spark and burst.

Val eri e nervously struggles in her purse for her cell phone.
She pulls it out and tries to dial. She is shaking so hard
she cannot press the buttons.
Steven grabs the cell phone.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
Are you crazy? Gve ne that!

STEVEN
There conmes a tine when a choice is
made. It's Kenneth's tinme. Calm

down.

Steven puts his hand on Valerie's head. She instantly settles
down and appears to be drugged.

VALERI E
What have you done to nme?

STEVEN
l"mgoing to use ny gift Valerie.
Kenneth is being called honme to be
with our Lord. | can keep him here
if your love for himis strong. |If
he stays will you help hin? He's
| ost and needs you so bad.

Val erie just |ooks at Steven and doesn't respond.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Ri ght now he's at a state of
i ndependence. He can decide if he
wants to stay or go hone. You have
to make himcone with you if you
want himto stay.
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VALERI E
| don't think | can.

On the speakers on the street |anps Donna Sumrer can stil
be heard singing "State of |ndependence.”

STEVEN
Do you want the chance?

Val eri e al nost cl oses her eyes.

STEVEN ( CONT' D)
Patrick is in the car.

Val erie suddenly is terrified and pani cked. She struggles
to get up

Steven places his hand on her head and she | apses into
unconsci ousness.

Dl SSOLVE
TO

| NT. TRANSI TI ON STATE -- MOMENTS LATER

Kenneth is standing alone in a mst. A brilliant white |ight

is in the distance.

Kennet h' s GRANDFATHER, 70'S, di stingui shed, conmes out of the
light.

KENNETH
G andpa?
GRANDFATHER
(I'rish accent)
Kenny. | didn't think I would see

you SO soon
He takes Kennet h's hand.

KENNETH
What's goin' on?

GRANDFATHER
All will be explained.

Val eri e appears next to Kenneth. The nusic over the |oud
speakers cones in with Valerie.

VALERI E
Kenneth go with ne.

Kenneth | ooks at Valerie a little surprised. He has a
contented smle on his face and is very peaceful.
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KENNETH
Did you ever neet ny G andpa?

VALERI E
Uh...Nce to neet you? You won't
mnd i f Kenneth conmes with ne?
Kennet h take ny hand.

GRANDFATHER
(peaceful l'y)
It's all up to himyoung | ady.
H s G andfat her rel eases his hand.

Val eri e takes both of Kenneth's hands. G andfather slowy
backs up into the m st smling.

O her people start to energe fromthe m st.

VALERI E
Do you know where you are?
KENNETH
| think so.
VALERI E
Then you know you need to cone back
wth ne.
KENNETH
Val let ne go. 1've never done
anyt hi ng but cause you and Patrick
troubl e.
VALERI E
That's not true Kenny.
KENNETH
The drinking? The lying? Hell, no
j ob?
VALERI E
know you' Il be different after
is. You know it too. | think

I
th
that you wouldn't want to say "hell"
this close to heaven.

KENNETH
| feel nore at peace than | ever
have Val. No nore cravings for booze.
Can you feel the |ove and peacef ul ness
here?

GRANDFATHER
The cl oser you cone the nore conplete
it is.
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VALERI E
You' re not hel pi ng!

GRANDFATHER
| am You just can't see it.

CUT TO
EXT. CTY STREET -- N GHT
Steven and Valerie are sitting on the bench. Valerieis
sl unped over lifeless against Steven. Steven gets up and
allows Valerie to rest gently on the bench. He starts to
wal k to the wecked car. Donna Summer's singing can stil
be heard | oudly over the speaker system
St even approaches the car and |l ooks in. Kenneth's lifeless,
bl oody body is slunped over in the front seat. Patrick is
br eat hi ng but unconscious in the back seat.
St even opens the back door and |leans in toward Patrick. He
pl aces his hand slowy on Patrick's forehead and | ooks upward
speaking silently in prayer.
Gasoline begins to rush fromunderneath the car.
Steven | ooks at the gas and nobves away.

CUT TO
| NT. TRANSI TI ON STATE -- N GHT

Kenneth is holding Valerie's hand. He | ooks seriously into
her tearful eyes.

KENNETH
| | ove you.

Kenneth rel eases Valerie's hands and starts toward the |ight.

Patrick appears suddenly next to Valerie. Valerie |ooks
down in horror.

VALERI E
Ch know

Kenneth turns as he is about to go into the light and see's
Patrick with Valerie.

CUT TO
EXT. G TY STREET -- N GHT

The wrecked car is beginning to snoke. Patrick is lifeless
in the back seat and Kenneth still lifeless in the front.
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Val eri e awakens suddenly. She immedi ately struggles to her
feet and | ooks around. The street is hauntingly deserted
and silent. The Christmas lights flicker and pop over the
top of the car. She nakes her way slowy toward the car,
struggling for every step.

Steven is standing on the sidewal k behind the car. Hi s hands
are in his coat pocket. He watches as Val eri e approaches
t he car.

CUT TO
| NT. WRECKED CAR -- NI GHT

In the back seat Patrick takes a sudden, violent, deep breath.
An instant |ater so does Kenneth.

Kennet h awakens and | ooks around confused. He realizes where
he is and | ooks in the back seat at Patrick. He junps from
the car and stunbles while holding his head in a desperate
attenpt to control the pain and bl ood. He opens the back
door and takes Patrick in his arns and makes his way slowy
toward Valerie

Valerie is continuing her slow, agonizing walk toward the
car when a string of Christnmas |ights above the car pops,
burst, and falls toward the stream ng gasoline in the gutter.

Steven wal ks slowy around the corner and di sappears from
si ght .

VALERI E
(shouti ng)
Kenny!
The gasoline erupts in a brilliant explosion that illum nates

the block. A trench of fire runs through the snowin the
gutter. The bl aze makes the white snow bright orange-yell ow.

Kenny and Patrick fall forward onto the street. Valerie is
lifted off of her feet by the force of the expl osion.

The three end up in a heap in the mddle of the street.
Kenneth and Valerie sit up. Kenneth hugs Valerie and they
both | ook down at Patrick. He slowy opens his eyes. Valerie
t akes her hand and noves Kenneth's head to one side so she

can see the cut. She kisses himpassionately then pulls
Patrick up in her lap and hugs himtightly. Kenneth w pes
tears fromhis face.

Sirens can be heard comng toward the fire.

CUT TO



88.
EXT. PARK -- N GHT

The musi c has stopped and everyone is concerned by the orange
glow comng fromtown. Donna Sunmer can sense the crowds
unrest and concern.

Sirens can be heard in the distance.

POLI CEMAN 3, 20'S tall, blond approaches Donna Sumrer, renobves
his hat, and whispers in her ear. He smles and | eaves the
st age.

Donna is conforted by his remarks.

DONNA SUMVER
Can | have your attention please!

The crowd settles and turns to the stage.

DONNA SUMVER ( CONT' D)
There was an acci dent downt own but
this nice | ooking officer assures ne
it's under control and no one is
hurt. He also has ask that we stay
here for a few mnutes until the
fireis out. So with that bit of
good news we can relax and | can
finish this show

The crowd appl auds.
Steven is at the back of the crowd and turns to wal k away.

The nusic starts and Donna Summer starts to sing "Christmas
is Here."

Steven turns and smles. He raises both arns over his head
and is bathed in a warmyellow light. Donna Sunmer is able
to see himfromher vantage point and smles. The crowd
never | ooks around.

Steven's winter coat and clothes change to a pure white robe.
He | ooks around at the town and smles as he ascends skyward
into the falling snow.
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